HNOLOG 


Gas Journal 


Vol. 272. 104th Year. LONDON, OCTOBER 1, 1952. No. 4661. Price 1/3 


Registered as a Newspaper 


OCT15 1952 
DETROIT 


”u 
Q 
& 
< 
z= 
rv) 
~~ 
x 


W. J. JENKINS & CO. LTD.9GRE D, I 
London Office: 28 Victoria St., Phone: ABBey 





FOR 
GAS WORKS, 
COKE OVENS, 


CHEMICAL WORKS, 
STEEL WORKS 
47e. 


Sera your enguiries 00.'- 


THE WEST HIUNWITK SILILA & FIREGRIA LL” 


HUNWICH — WILLINGTON — LO. DURHAM. 
Telephone: CROOK 200 (2 /ines) Telegrams: 1GNITE HUNWILK.’ 


SERVICE 
REGULATOR 


ee tn ened CHESTERFIELD: LONDON- MANCHESTER 
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DEMPSTERS - MANCHESTER 


R. & J. DEMPSTER, LIMITED 


have the experience and technical ability to supply 


MODERN CONDENSING PLA 


of high quality and efficien 


THE NEW DEMPSTER 


CROSS TUBE FLOW DEMPSTER 
CONDENSER illustrated above) Ltd. 


gives full consideration to WATER VELOCITY Conerryctionsl Gag: & Chemical Engineers 
GAS PLANT WORKS - NEWTON HEATH 


MANCHESTER - 10 


and the prevention of thermo - turbulence. 


We will gladly submit further particulars 
in response to your enquiry. 


London Office : 34 Victoria Street, S.W.1 


A 
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Newhome cooking 


acclaimed in all 
regions --- 


hugs 


iit ! 


We HIGH Spr oes PRODUCT—MODEL NO. 

een IS RECO 

NCE, MAS BEEN SCIENTIFICALLY 
NUFACTURED. INCLUDES 





MODERN GAS COOKERS 


STOVES LTD RAINHILL LIVERPOOL 


LONDON OFFICE : 91. FARRINGDON ROAD €E,C./ 
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CORTS 
“Towndrow 


GAS TIGHTNESS maintained 
against pressure from either 
direction, 


ALL WORKING PARTS sealed 
from the gas stream. 


MATING FACES of the gate 
and seat always in contact, clean 
and greased. 


ADJUSTABLE WEDGES en- 
sure equal distribution of pres- 
sure on the gate. 


NO POCKETS exist in the bore 
to accumulate foreign matter. 


STREAMLINED PORTS with 
larger area than the nominal 
bore, offer negligible resistance 
to flow. 


Tel. 5046 (3LINES) 
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BELFO | SELEK | PLASTILOY 


BRITAIN’S METAL TO METAL 
BEST BELT FOOD JOINTING CEMENT 


<p OM GRANT Ae WEST, LTD. PONDON. N? 


Selekjoina, Holway, London 


PLASTIC 
METALLIC PACKING 


North 2160/2111 











se Re “OFFICE AND WORKS 
E.ROBERTS:s. «| sorte 
We bo HUW E I &SON. LT? 


BOLTON . LANCS 
Tel. No. BOLTON 3975 


THE SYMBOL OF SERVICE AND QUALITY 








Vitreous Enamels 


Vitreous Enamelling 
Refractory Coatings on Metals 


Telephone: 


MITcham 1634 (5 lines). STEWART & GRAY LTD. 


Sete Paisley Works, Swains Road, 
Escol, Toot, London. Tooting Junction, S.W.17. 
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symbol of Service 





W/O ae BO | 


S& J BRADDOCK, GEORGE ORME & COMPANY, SAWER & PURVES 





ELCONTROL LTD : 
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{lame failure protection 


TRADE 


4y ELCONTROL 


FS4 Relay Control Unit, provides immediate 
fuel cut-off on flame failure by closing main gas 
valve; built in “flame” and “no flame” 
indicator lamps. For use with push button 
operated spark ignition systems having both 
automatic main and pilot gas valves. 


Price £20.15.0 


FS2 Relay Control Unit, provides immediate 
fuel cut-off on flame failure by closing main gas 
valve; will also operate visual and/or audible 
alarm signal. For use with manual ignition 
with or without automatic pilot. 


Price £15.0.0 


Standard probe fittings and heat-resisting 
steel probes, also gas valves and other 
accessories, supplied to exact requirements. 


* Full details of this Elcontrol equip- 
ment, together with application details 
for various types of gas burning installa- 
tions, gladly sent on request. 


For oil burners, photo-electric system 
FSP is recommended. 


10 WYNDHAM PLACE : 


THE Elcontrol Furnace Safeguard equipment provides flame 
failure protection for fully or semi-automatic gas burners, both 
in initial lighting up and during normal operation. 


Using the conductivity of the flame as a link in an electronic 
control circuit, this Elcontrol system FSC can be used with 
installations employing a wide variety of ignition arrangements. 
Two standard control units are available, suitable respectively 
for manual ignition (type FS2) and push button control with 
spark ignition (type FS4). These, used with a standard probe 
fitting, provide a flame failure installation for a reasonable 
price — of the order of £20 excluding gas valves. 


FULLY AUTOMATIC CONTROL 
For gas burning installations where fully automatic ignition 
programming control is required, a complete Elcontrol control panel 
type FSS is in production. 
This gives 

(a) fully safe automatic ignition on lighting up. 

(b) immediate fuel cut-off on running flame failure. 

(c) automatic safe re-ignition after flame failure. 

(d) automatic lock-out on fault or gas supply failure. 
The condition of the system is clearly indicated at all times, and full 
protection against faults is provided. 


Price complete (excluding probes) £80.0.0 


LONDON W.I1 AMBassador 2671! 
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2% OILSKIN CLOTHING x OVERALLS, B.0.T., Spec. 3111/2 sk DONKEY JACKETS 
Heavyweight; black. Full Bib and Brace; Jackets; Trousers; Boiler Suits. Dark blue; hard wearing 
length Coats; Jackets; pica ot 
Leggings; Trousers;Sou-’ ° 
westers. 


Large stocks for 


IMMEDIATE un Gf 
DELIVERY Socom one 


Leather, plain or armoured. P.V.C. Knee, Thigh, Ankle and Threequarter. With cleated 

Plastic, fabric supported. Rubber, acid THE soles, or with leather soles and studs. Also Safety Boots 

and oil resisting. with steel toe-caps. CAN BE PERMANENTLY 
MARKED WITH CLIENT’S NAME. 


APPLY FOR ILLUSTRATED LEAFLET No. CT/S/10 
noes 


Let us send a Technical Representative to discuss 
any protective clothing problem with you. SONS AND COMPANY LIMITED 


WOOD LANE, LONDON, W.1!2. ‘Phone: Shepherds Bush 2070. ’Grams: Omniplant, Telex, London 
And at Leeds « Kingsbury (Nr. Tamworth) - Manchester - Glasgow - Morriston, Swansea - Newcastle-on-Tyne - Belfast - Sheffield - Southampton - Bath 


CLAYTON 


SON & CO. LTD. 
HUNSLET 
LEEDS, |10. 


GJ/529'CT3 


RECENTLY COMPLETED 
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use the STRONGEST, SAFEST 
METER LOCK 


@ DON’T 
buy locks you may 
have to scrapin a few 


het 

@ DON’T 

look only at the ini- 
tial cost 


ON’T 


OF 
“ only of the | DOMESTIC COOKERS 


present time; look 


D Fg future GAS REFRIGERATORS, FIRES, ETC 


remember that good | SUPPLIES OF ALL TYPES NOW AVAILABLE TO PUBLIC UTILITIES 


| 


she i is cheapest in 
e i run 


aT 


= our word for it 
that our workman- 
ship is consistently 
good 


@ bo 


BS wy caer ae | A FUNT CERIUM MANUFACTURERS 


use 
M. & M. Locks to 


— a 
prctect yom aaa TONBRIDGE. : KENT 
‘PHONES | TONBRIDGE 2753 & 297( S‘ “BRITFLINT’ TONBRIDGE 
H. Mi TCHELL & Co. Londo mn Office 8, SPRING GARDENS SRREAAGAR SQUARE S.W.1 
PHONE ABLES SRAMS IES 
36, 38, NEW CHARLES STREET, LONDON, E.C.1 | WHITEHALL J357 cent LONDON CERIDE | PARL, LONDON BENTLEY z 
CONTRACTORS TO H.M. GOVERNMENT ) 


ented 


i 











*“Expamet’ 
Expanded Metal 
OPEN WALKWAY PANELS 


strong and rigid « made to suit structural re- 
quirements ¢ allow free passage of air and 


light e afford perfect grip for the feet. 
The Expanded Metal Co. Limited 


Burwood House, Caxton Street, S.W.1 Abbey 3933 


STRANTON WORKS, W. HARTLEPOOL. HARTLEPOOLS 2194 
ALSO AT: ABERDEEN . BELFAST - BIRMINGHAM - CAMBRIDGE 
CARDIFF - EXETER - GLASGOW - LEEDS - MANCHESTER 


* Panels can be hinged or re- 
moved to give easy access to 
plant and structure. 


mai Courtesy of the South Eastern Gas Board 
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MORE WHESSOE PLANT AT WANDSWORTH 


Vertical Tube Condensers and W.W-D. Electro-Detarrer at South Eastern Gas Board, 
Wandsworth Works. This plant built to the order of the Woodall-Duckham 
Company, is for 5.3 Mill. cu. ft. I. V.C. gas day. 


Ou: 


: 
f 
' 


dew ~ ge ‘ 
ithe ets satanic ee, 8: tillers, 


WHESSOE | DARLINGTON 


LONDON OFFICE + 25 VICTORIA ST. S.W.1 


W/RP/02! 
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SPECIAL FEATURES OF BALFOUR WATER GAS PLANT 


GRACKED WATER GAS 


The carburant enters the special Balfour generator at a level where the high 
temperature required for vaporization can easily be maintained. All deposits 
formed by the carburetting medium are precipitated upon the fuel bed and utilized 


by gasification. All normal calorific values can be obtained. 


GASIFICATION OF HEAVY FUEL OILS, VARIOUS OIL RESIDUES, 
LOW TEMPERATURE TAR, etc. 


Our engineers will be pleased to discuss the advantages and 
applications of Balfour Water Gas Plant. 


HENRY BALFOUR & CO. LTD., 

ARTILLERY HOUSE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1. 

Phone: ABBEY 3639. Grams: DURIFOUND, SOWEST, LONDON, 
and DURIE FOUNDRY, LEVEN, SCOTLAND. Phone: LEVEN 79. 
Grams: FOUNDRY, LEVEN, FIFE. 


Leaders in Gas Engineering for over a century and a quarter 


MEMBERS OF THE GROUP OF COMPANIES 
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Time Gentlemen Please?! 


Though we may incur Colonel Chinstrap’s undying wrath, we must confess 


that Magnetic Valves always close instantly, even on Cup Final nights and 
Hogmanay. (For his information, they open just as promptly). While these 
qualities may not appeal to the Colonel, we find that engineers think that 
they’re pretty good. We don’t suppose the Colonel could care less, but in 
conclusion we must add that Magnetic Valves do not incorporate driving 
shafts, glands or stuffing boxes and high temperature operating coils can 
be fitted where necessary. 

Send for descriptive brochure showing the full range of Magnetic Valves up to 
12” orifice for AUTOMATIC or REMOTE control of water, steam, coal gas, 
oil, air and other industrial liquids and gases. SPECIAL VALVES designed 


if required. Standard valves delivered ex. stock 


THE 





MAGNETIC “P” TYPE 
HIGH PRESSURE STOP VALVE 


This valve is of the shut-off pattern 
and is suitable for passing water, air, 
saturated steam, oil, and gas at pressures 
from 10 to 250 Ibs. per sq. in. The valve 
is of the pressure operated type, the 
solenoid operating a small pilot valve 
controlling the flow to the 

main valve which is opened g=& 

by the pressure of the 

medium under control. 


“4 Flameproof solenoid 
housing, Buxton Certified, 
canbe fitted where required 








magnetic valve co. 


LIMITED 


TELEPHON Ess REGENT 75886 


(Manufacturers of Automatic Valves for over 20 years) 
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Building for the Future 


Progressive firms look 
forward to the time when 
expanding business will de- 
mand the extension of their 
premises. When that time 
comes, alterations or addi- 
tions will be more easily 
effected if the original frame 
is steelwork — preferably 
BOOTH STEELWORK. 


Structural Steelwork, 

Steel Rolling Shutters, and 
Fireproof Doors, Welded Steel 
Tanks. Steel and Glass Partitions. 


JOHN BOOTH & SONS (BOLTON) LTD., HULTON STEELWORKS, BOLTON 
Telephone: 1195 
LONDON: 26 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 Telephone: ABBey 1411 








“DOMESTIC and INDUSTRIAL METERS 


of every capacity for high efficiency and long life 





WILLEY & CO. LTD. EXETER + LONDON . MANCHESTER .- _ LEICESTER +. DARLINGTON 
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AS IEE AERIS PERE EAL EEE ro 


it needs no servicing e It needs no winter heating 


NG syn Sarat 


it needs no operating e It is the solution to 
accessories maintenance problems 


THE OPERATION OF THE PISTON DISPLACEMENT GASHOLDER 


Distinct economies in operating costs are achieved by this holder which 
has been in use in the U.S.A. for several years. 


Write for particulars. 


ASHMORE. «aBENSOQN. PEBSE™& CO 


(IN COLLABORATION WITH THE GENERAL AMERICAN TRANSPORTATION CORPORATION) 


STOCKTON-ON-TEES AND LONDON 
AUSTRALIA FRANCE CANADA INDIA SOUTH AFRICA 
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Efficient and 
Reliable 


CARBURETTED WATER GAS 


Dusr 
INT, 
CARBUR ERCEP 
YRETTING NG AND 
SSEL 


FLOW DIAGRAM 


TULLY SONS «& CO. LTD. 


NEWARK : NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
Telephone : NEWARK 258 Telegrams : TULLCARBO, NEWARK 
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The “Carbonising Panels"’ 
illustrated, cover all essential 
measurements for the system 
atic chemical and technical 
control of the two West’s 
Benches installed last year. 
Any periodic variations, ten- 
dencies or abnormalities are 
revealed by the daily data 
provided. This is typical of 
the retort-house instrumen- 
tation Electroflo is installing 
in increasing numbers of new 
works. 


This ultra-fast Electroflo Re- 
tort House Governor ensures 
a remarkably stable chart 
“line’’ under plant condi- 
tions requiring ‘anticipatory 
action’’ due to the sector 
discharging system. 


Other “Series 55"’ governors 
control (blown) air to pro- 
ducers to ensure constant 
volume and quality of fuel- 
gas to settings. 


The exhauster house panel, 
itself, was actually made on 
the works to accommodate 
various gas pressure and cal- 
orific value instruments pre- 
viously mounted around the 
walls. 


COMPLETE INSTRUMENT SERVICE TO THE GAS INDUSTRY 


Ask for Catalogue No. 40. 
“ Instruments for the Gas Industries.”’ 
Catalogue No. 85. 


‘* Automatic Regulators.”’ 


METERS COMPANY LIMITED 


Advt. of: ELECTROFLO METERS COMPANY LIMITED, ABBEY ROAD, PARK ROYAL, LONDON, N.W.10 
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PERFORMANCE 
BY 
DESIGN 
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C (i Ld D E R S E F S Vertical Multi-Pass Type — 5 Million Cu. Ft. Per Diem {| 


@ Scientifically designed to suit individual conditions. 
BY @ Cast iron or steel constructions. 
@ Vertical or horizontal types 


CLAPHAMS 0 Our 'serviuingaee st heaahinjoes 





(@/_GLAPHAM BROS. LIMITED _(«)_ 


MAKERS OF GAS WORKS EQUIPMENT SINCE 1837 
KEIGHLEY-YORKS - Tel: 2787-2788-Grams: Cl aphe ——— Keishley 

















GAS JOURNAL 


| AEROGEN GAS GENERATORS 


PETROL AIR: 300 B.T.U. per cubic foot 
PRODUCER AND PETROL COMBINED: 
480 B.T.U. per cubic foot 


Suitable for Domestic 
Commercial and _ Industrial 
Appliances at Home or Abroad 
where Town’s Gas is not readily 
available. 

Outputs of Plants Range 


from 100 Cubic Feet to 
15,000 Cubic Feet per hour 


Full technical information can be obtained from: 


THE AEROGEN CO. LTD., 
ALTON, HAMPSHIRE, ENGLAND 


October 1, 1952 


yy 





Telegrams: Aerogen, Alton, Hants. Telephone: Alton 2081 


66 99 
A. GS. 
A Sure Indication for 

the Future .. 





Diem 


ions. 


Gas Meters 










Unsurpassed for Quality, 
Accuracy & Reliability 





A. G. SUTHERLAND LTD. 


WARWICK RD., GREET, BIRMINGHAM, II. 
And at LONDON and NOTTINGHAM 










DETROIT PUSLIC LIBRARY 
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Inside Information 


The high efficiency of ‘‘ Visco ’’ Water 
Cooling Towers is due to the complete 
break up of the heated water in its descent. 
Carefully spaced hurdles, set in tiers, 
divide and subdivide the water in its fall. 
Cooled by the upstream of air, the water 
in the cooler illustrated gives up its heat, 
finally to join the pool at the base at 
approx. 75° F. 


Photo-courtesy of Howards & Sons Ltd., Ilford 


q €» * Visco”’ Paratolic Concrete Tower 150,000 g.p.h. 
VIS te 
Consult us on your Cooling 
Problem. We have no limit as 
to size and can supply plant up 
to 1,000,000 g.p.h. 


Severe eA ee of oe Se dl eo) - oo - oo on - mob goles. 


OMPRESSORS 


C 
& EXHAUSTERS 
FOR AIR AND GAS. 


. * * 


We build a complete range of 
Compressors & Exhausters for air 
and GAS, suitable for all purposes 
connected with the GAS industry, in- 
cluding Turbo-Compressors for large 
capacities, as illustrated below. 


ONCcE dermatitis gets to work—hands are soon out of 





work. Hands which are in constant contact with industrial, 
irritants — bitumen, pitch, tar, oils, solvents, etc.—necd) 
a constant safeguard. By acting as a barrier agains! 
dermatitis, Rozalex keeps all hands active on the job 
There is a type for every trade. Send for free sampltj 
and leaflet “The Skin in Industry” to Rozalex Ltd, 


WRITE FOR PAMPHLET No. 101B GIVING PARTICULARS— 10 Norfolk Street, Manchester, 2. 


REAVELL & Co, LTD, LIwyZis4 
RANELAGH WORKS, IPSWICH. 2 


Telegrams; REAVELL, IPSWICH4Telephone: 2124 & 5. DERMATITIS BARRIER PREPARATIONS 
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| | 
| 


SSS 


\ 
| {| 
| | 
wn ||| ||| 
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sra lm) 


SS /7, 


LAMPS AND TUBES | 


soon out of) . 


h industrial! ' Just as gas plays an important part in the manufacture of Osram lamps, 
etc.—necd | so can Osram tungsten lamps and fluorescent tubes make a valuable 
ier against) contribution to the gas industry wherever electric light is used. Osram 
on. the job) lamps and tubes are made by the G.E.C.—the largest British electrical 
ree samplei) manufacturing organisation—with all the skill, knowledge and 


alex Ltd, experience so closely associated with this great firm. 


for THE GAS INDUSTRY 


ATIONS A EEC. PRODUCT. THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 
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FOR THE GAS 
INDUSTRY 


DIAPHRAGM & GENERAL LEATHER CO. LTD./, 


FRANKLIN ROAD WORKS . POR TSLt ADE : SUSSEXG@ 
Telephone: HOVE 47266/7 Telegrams: DIAPHRAGM, PORTSLADE : 








THE SIMON PATENT AUTOMATIC 
COKE WEIGHER 


Approved — Board of Trade and stamped by the 
eights and Measures Authorities. 





| The 
9 thre 
Capacity: 28 to 112 Ibs. per discharge (nett). 

9 out 


, Cor 
7 Gas 


Speed of Weighing: Up to six weighings per 
minute. 


Guaranteed accuracy and continuity of operation. 


Machines may be seen working by appointment. - 


4 


RICHARD SIMON «& SONS LTD. 


PHOENIX WORKS < BASFORD 2 NOTTINGHAM 
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3 ST.JAMES'S SQ, S.W.1 4h.c> TRAFALGAR 7833 


THE 


DEMOLITION & 
CONSTRUCTION 


COMPANY LIMITED 


Civil Engineering, 


TD.| . 


S$ SEX - 
| PORTSLADE i 


The Reinforced Concrete 


) throughout 


Main Coke Bunkers 


Structures 


the works were carried 


Hout by The Demolition & Construction 


| Company, 
)Gas Chambers and Coke Ovens, 


sub-contractors to 
Ltd. 


Ltd. as 


Building & Public 


Works Contractors 


Main contractors to the Northern Gas 
Board for the excavation and preparation 
of the site, and construction of the 
foundations for the Reconstructed 


Howdon Works. 


One of the Coal Mixing Bunkers 


RECONSTRUCTION OF}, THE HOWDON WORKS 
OF THE 


NORTHERN GAS BOARD 
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Barber-Greene Olding 


ret apes, 
i a © 


x” F ot SEES to -¥ 


“ AMALCAMATI ) ROADSTO®E CORP* ie 
LYM 337 ™ 


4 


The Barber-Greene Olding 875 Junior Finisher owned 
by the Amalgamated Roadstone Corporation Ltd., 
was used by Messrs. Sydney Green & Sons 
(Contractors) Ltd., to resurface country roads 
in Oxfordshire. Throughout the whole of the 
operation, the roads, never more than 
16’ in width, were kept open to 
traffic. Only 7’ 5” overall width, 
the 875 Finisher will lay a carpet 
from 5’ 6” to 8’ 6” in width in 3” 
increments ; the thickness can be 
varied between }’-6". Maximum 
capacity is approximately 50-60 

tons per hour. 


SCOTLAND:JACK OLDING & CO. (SCOTLAND) LTD - COUPAR ANGUS - PERTHSHIRE 


Jack Olding & Co. Ltd. Hatfield, Herts. Telephone Hatfield 2333 
@ 77-177 
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Meet the ‘VICTOR 


... first luxury cooke 
at a bedrock 


competitive ~ 


@ All-white high-grade enamel finish 

@ 4 boiling burners and grill 

@ Removable hotplate 

@ Interchangeable removable pan supports 


@ 16” oven with 2 grid shelves, roasting pan, c 
tray (oven enamel lined) 


@ Self-latching door 
@ Removable plate rack 
@ Pedestal base with removable front 


@ Press-in safety-type taps 


Seu then the’ NICTOR’ fi: 
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ANOTHER 
GENERAL GAS 
WINNER ! 


First — the Junior General— 
for those who live in small 
quarters. 

Then —the Raymond —for 
the few who can afford the 
very best. 

Now — the Victor — for the 
many who want quality at 
non-luxury prices. 


GENERAL GA 


APPLIANCES LTD. 
Audenshaw, Manchester 


Proprietors : 
Allied Ironfounders Ltd. 
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V4 hen washing machines are Acme-fitted 


Wie are buyers of washing machines. 
Women are buyers of wringers. And when 
women think of wringers they think of the 
Acme. So when your machines are Acme-fitted 
your customers know that they must be, like 
the Acme, the best on the market. 

Seventy years of good, solid British manu- 
facturing, skill, research, and experience stand 
behind each Acme—and generations of women 
know this to be true. Acme is the perfect 
expression of real and continuous progress in 
the history of wringing. Thus, every feature for 
which Acme is famous, has sprung from a 
known need; has been tested, tried and found 


successful before it leaves the factory. 


howe women know they’re buying the best... 


Today the new Acme has “pressure 
indication”, a development which, by assur- 
ing the correct pressure for every kind of fabric, 
takes the guesswork out of wringing. Silks, 
cottons, woollens, linens, now receive exactly the 
right pressure needed to extract water, expel 
embedded dirt and preserve the life of each fabric. 
Thus wringing is made simpler and easier. 
Acme does a better job, lasts longer and 
gives the best results. That’s why Acme’s 
reputation is world wide. That’s why more than 
four million women have chosen an Acme in 
preference to all others. That’s why, when your 
washing machines are Acme-fitted, women 
know they’re buying the best. 


ACGME WRINGERS LIMITED DAVID STREET GLASGOW SE 





essure 
assur- 
fabric, 
Silks, 
tly the 
, expel 
fabric. 
fe. 
er and 
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Falk Stadelmann & Co., Ltd. 
Reon . << 
wo oa Machine Co."ied. 7 
Fry’s Metal Foundeies, Lid = a 
Fyffe & Co., Ltd. ao 
Gas Purification & Chemical, Led. peek peas ae 


ADVERTISERS 


Power Jacks Ltd. ... 
a Accounting ‘Machines (Sales), Ltd. 


Pn elect Sec ud” 


General Electric Co. Ltd. ae el: 
General Gas A ag 
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THE RUTHIN MEETING 


NE of the consequences of the fusion in the early 

post-war years between the Wales and Mon- 

mouthshire Association of Gas Engineers and 
Managers and the less well-known North Wales Asso- 
ciation has been a considerable widening of the choice 
of venues for what is now the Wales and Monmouth- 
shire Section of the Institution of Gas Engineers. Last 
year the Section went to Ruthin for its third annual 
meeting. Although a London enquiry office clerk of 
British Railways told us he had never heard of the 
place, and even the ticket inspector on the main line 
train could not advise us where we should change, 
Ruthin is a proud and ancient borough, not without 
interest to the gas industry. It was at Ruthin a few 
days before vesting day that we were introduced to all 
the members of the Wales Gas Board and participated 
in a Press conference at which Mr. Mervyn Jones told 
representatives of the Welsh Press something of the 
Board’s plans for integrating the industry throughout 
the country. For 17 years before nationalisation the 
Ruthin gas undertaking, like that at Holywell and Flint 
(which is also managed by the new Chairman of the 
Section), belonged to the British Gas Light Company, 
and the two undertakings made gas history by remain- 
ing isolated bits of English territory for some months 
after vesting day. Under the Gas Act the assets and 
liabilities of the British Gas Light Company were vested 
in the Eastern Gas Board, and until an Order was issued 
by the Minister of Fuel and Power to unravel such 
minor tangles, the Wales Gas Board operated the 
undertaking on behalf of the Eastern Board. Like a 
large percentage of his gas engineering colleagues in 
Wales, Mr. Maycock is an Englishman, having earlier 
associations with what is now the South Eastern Gas 
Board, but he is proud to serve two Wales undertakings 
which are in many ways unique. 


Friendly relations between the Board and its officers 
were typified in many respects at the Ruthin meeting. 
Four members of the Board were present at the official 
luncheon. One of them—Mr. E. M. Edwards, one 


of the best secretaries the Section ever had, and a 
notable past President of the former Association— 
presented a paper on the development of the use of 
liquefied petroleum gas. The paper was in the nature 
of an interim report on the Whitland butane/air experi- 
ment, undertaken largely as a result of Mr. Edwards’s 
own researches at home and on the Continent, an 
experiment which appears to be proceeding so well that 
in a space of eight months nothing has gone wrong. 
We have a suspicion that the afternoon visit to the new 
Maelor gasworks on the trading estate a few miles from 
Wrexham was also inspired by the Board. Although 
the works is months short of the gas-making stage, and 
much of the site is planned only on paper, it affords 
opportunity for seeing the progress that is being made, 
in spite of difficulties regarding shortage of materials, 
on a works which may ultimately make up to 10 mill. 
cu.ft. of gas per day and form the main base of a 
substantial North Wales gas grid. 


To return to the business meeting the Section is to 
be commended for restricting its ‘ prize giving’ to the 
premier successes and for leaving it to the Gas Board 
to make appropriate arrangements for recognising the 
ever-growing list of other successes. There is a passage 
of scripture that runs: ‘ They that run, run all, but one 
receiveth the prize.’ Viewing the long processing of 
recipients at Llanelly a year ago it seemed as if one 
of the commas had been transposed and that of those 
who ran, all but one received the prize. The Chairman- 
ship of the Section now goes to North Wales, but for 
the two following years there will, unless anything 
unforeseen happens, be a South Wales member in the 
chair—Mr. K. E. Tiddy (Carmarthen) next year, and 
Mr. J. H. Chapman (Swansea) in 1954. Past chairmen 
who had served apprenticeship as secretary remarked 
that promotion to the chair was a polite way of sacking 
a secretary. We prefer to think of the promotion as 
well earned recognition of faithful service. As Mr. 
Tiddy assumes the senior vice-chair, Mr. J. Powdrill 
reverses the order by taking over the Secretaryship 










































12 months after vacating the premier office. There is 
little a past chairman does not know about the running 
of a District Section, and the Wales and Monmouthshire 
will be in sound hands with Mr. Powdrill at the secre- 
tary’s table. 


On more than one occasion we have commented on 
an overloaded programme and failure to run to time- 
table. The Ruthin meeting was well timed and the last 
man away on the Wrexham visit was only half an hour 
behind schedule. The team spirit was evinced in that 
there proved to be no need for hired coaches; all the 
non-motoring members and visitors were absorbed into 


the cars of the more fortunate members. We would, 
however, still like to hear fewer speeches at the 
luncheon. It is, for instance, rather hard on a Mayor— 


in this instance a lady—to expect two speeches in one 
day, one to welcome the members to the borough, and 
one to echo her praises of the town in the midst of a 
long toast list. 


LONDONDERRY RE-VISITED 


T is 21 years since the Irish Gas Association last 
| Ee its annual meeting in Londonderry. There is 

nothing unusual in any professional body re-visiting 
a particular place, but what is noteworthy in this 
instance is that the Association gathered again in 
Londonderry under the same President who occupied 
the chair on the previous occasion. It is indicative of 
the high esteem in which he is held by his fellow 
members that this signal honour should have fallen 
upon Mr. George Walmsley, who has filled the position 
of chief officer of the Londonderry Gaslight Company 
since 1924, and now combines with it a seat on the 
Board of Directors. 


Ireland is, by its nature, its economic, geographical 
and political situation, a country of peculiar com- 
plexities which affect alike both north and south. We 
on this side, with our highly industrialised economy, 
have little conception of what it is like to live in a 
country without natural coal resources and whose only 
indigenous fuel is suitable for little else than the open 
hearth. In an age when subsidies appear to have 
become an integral part of economic existence, it may 
be thought curious that the Government of the Six 
Counties has not done more to ease the burden of the 
high cost of coal due to the heavy expense of transport 
by sea and rail. As Mr. Walmsley pointed out in his 
Presidential Address, this high cost places all industrial 
concerns at a disadvantage in comparison with Britain 
and no doubt explains the reluctance of industrialists to 
set up factories in Northern Ireland. He suggested 
that a case could be put forward, when the annual 
financial adjustment regarding the transfer of any 
surplus revenue from Northern Ireland to the British 
Treasury was under review, for treating coal imports 
on a somewhat similar basis to that of agricultural 
products going in the opposite direction. 


In Londonderry, in spite of the high coal costs, gas 
under private enterprise is holding its own in com- 
petition with a municipally owned electricity under- 


GAS JOURNAL 









October 1, 1952 


taking, and has made marked progress during the 
past decade. Output has increased by nearly 90%, 
which is a record of which any undertaking might be 
proud. In the city’s new housing estates (which were 
visited by the members during the meeting) the Cor- 
poration has left the choice of fuel for cooking entirely 
to the tenants, and to date no fewer than 92% have 
chosen gas. No little credit for the progress of gas 
in Derry must be attributed to wise direction and the 
reputation for good service which the Gaslight Com- 
pany has built up over its 123 years of existence. 


IRISH GAS-MAKING PROBLEMS 


N this brief review of the Irish meeting no more 
Jon passing reference need be made to the tech- 

nical papers, which will be covered in greater detail 
elsewhere. It may be mentioned, however, that both 
contributions were particularly appropriate to an 
audience consisting for the most part of engineers of 
relatively small undertakings. The one by Mr. J. T. 
Bradshaw, of West’s Gas Improvement Co., Ltd., dealt 
with the application of continuous vertical retorts in 
the Irish gas industry, and the other by Dr. W. T. 
Cosby, of W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd., with the use of 
butane in small gasworks. Mr. Bradshaw’s remarks 
on the subject of carbonising turf (called by the sasse- 
nach ‘ peat’) will be of especial concern to Irish gas 
engineers, whose attempts to utilise this fuel during 
the emergency were disappointing due to a variety 
of causes. The material is bulky, difficult to handle 
mechanically, has a high water content, and gives rise 
to severe chemical attack on the types of refractory 
brickwork used in normal carbonising plant. In addi- 
tion, the crude gas has a high wax content which forms 
stiff emulsions with the liquid and causes blockage in 
the foul gas system. Moreover, the residual char is 
unpleasant to handle and useless as a fuel. 


Continuous verticals can, however, be modified to 
enable them to carbonise turf in a more satisfactory 
manner. By transferring the gas offtake to the bottom 
of the retort, the amount of cracking is increased and 
the wax content reduced, at the same time causing 
partial agglomeration of the char. In spite of diffi- 
culties, the economic attraction of being able to car- 
bonise a home-produced material is very real, and the 
matter continues to receive attention from both sides 
of the industry. 


Dr. Cosby’s paper seemed to offer a practical solution 
to some of Ireland’s gas-making problems. But, as 
was pointed out in the discussion, Ireland has no oil 
refineries, and the use of butane consequently suffers 
from precisely the same disability as does coal—namely, 
high cost of transport. One member estimated the 
overall cost to the most remote works as high as £30 
a ton, which might well put the proposition out of 
court, though the use of butane must, of course, be 
considered in the light of what it would otherwise cost 
to extend existing plant to meet growing demand. It 
would be necessary to set up an importing organisation 
of sufficient size and means to obtain butane at not 
more than £24 per ton, or Is. per therm, to make it an 
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economic proposition. Given such facilities, many Irish 
gas undertakings might well adopt the type of plant 
described by Dr. Cosby. 


Of the remainder of the Irish meeting we have 
recollections which will long remain. The annual dinner 
was marked by the presence of the Northern Ireland 
Minister of Commerce, who paid tribute to the Associa- 
tion and to the part it was playing in his efforts to 
establish new industries in the Six Counties. Captain 
B F. McCorkell, Chairman of the Londonderry Gas- 
light Company, was a charming and unassuming host 
with whom we too would join in hoping that it will not 
be another two decades before the Association again 
gathers in Northern Ireland’s second city. Was it, 
perhaps, a gracious gesture to the members from the 
south that the President should have arranged the 
annual outing across the border in Donegal? What- 
ever the motive, the members and their ladies can seldom 
have enjoyed a more memorable excursion in some 
of the finest scenery these islands can offer; and if the 
golfers found the Rosapenna course in combination 
with a north-easterly gale called for more than usual 
skill and endurance, they were amply rewarded by the 
fare which awaited them on their return to Donegal’s 
most renowned hotel. 


ENGINEERING ACHIEVEMENT 


UR issue today carries several pages descriptive 
QO the new works at Howdon, near Newcastle, 

of the Northern Gas Board—works which con- 
stitute a fine example of engineering skill. The photo- 
graphs we publish with our description glimpse sections 
of the plant, the output of which will do much to narrow 
the gap between supply and demand in the area of the 
Newcastle division of the Board, and the works itself 
will be a source of inspiration to engineers of all types. 
Fulfilment of the scheme was a matter of team-work, 
and inauguration of this vast works, visioned by private 
enterprise, was attended by Members of Parliament and 
civic heads in the Tyneside area. The works indeed is 
a modern thermal energy station with concomitant pro- 
duction of benzole and sulphate of ammonia. The plant 
embodies new conceptions and prominent features 
are the use of automatic control throughout and the 
provision of extremely good amenities for the opera- 
tives. Opening of the Howdon works had special signi- 
ficance. It is the first gasworks of magnitude to be 
officially opened since the nationalisation of the gas 
industry; and the whole scheme links up with the Tyne 
tunnel—another example of engineering achievement. 
The Northern Gas Board and the gas industry as a 
whole have good reason to be proud of the Howdon 
works. 


WHEN DUTY CALLS 


WHEN the Gas Consultative Councils were formed we 
confess that no realisation of the arduous nature of this 
work crossed our minds. That the duties of the various 
chairmen and secretaries were likely to prove considerable 
seemed a reasonable supposition if the councils were to 
function in the manner ordained by the Ministry, but for 
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the rank and file we foresaw no excess of work. In the 
light of attendance at many of these meetings we now 
realise that we have underrated the extent of this work 
and the claims it makes upon members’ time—claims so 
great as even to prevent them arriving for their meetings 
at the announced time. From our place at the Press table 
we have viewed with dismay how members arrive some- 
times half an hour behind schedule and clearly exhausted 
by the effort of dragging themselves away from their 
local struggles on behalf of the gas consumer. We are 
not a little touched by the fact that so full are the days 
of some of the lady members with keeping their fingers 
on the pulse of customer satisfaction that they are forced 
to do all their shopping on the day of the meeting 
and drag it to the conference table with them. Are we 
then expecting too much of these ‘ watchdogs,’ as they 
have been called? Should they meet less frequently and 
should their reward be‘ greater? Whatever the answer, 
we feel sure that their sense of public duty is such that 
only with the greatest reluctance would they agree to 
accept any relaxation of their vigil for, even now, eager- 
ness to return to their particular sphere of duty sometimes 
makes it necessary for them to leave the meeting before 
the end of the agenda has been reached. 


HAPPY CELEBRATION 


Goop relations depend on understanding. Recently we 
were privileged to be with those who had been decorated 
for loyalty and long service in the gas industry; and the 
Cas Gouncil fittingly entertained these gentlemen and their 
wives. After the Minister of Fuel and Power, on behalf 
of the Queen, had conferred honours, the recipients were 
taken on a tour of the Metropolis and were subsequently 
entertained at a dinner and a show. The Gas Council 
did well in offering this small cup of generosity, and the 
whole occasion will be remembered with happiness. A 
photograph appears on page 35. 


i 


RISING STEEL PRODUCTION 


IG iron production from British blast furnaces during 

August was a record. The British Iron and Steel Federa- 
tion has reported that the output of steel ingots and castings 
during August was at annual rate of 14,535,000 tons, com- 
pared with a rate of 14,236,000 tons in July and 13,855,000 
tons in August, 1951. Pig iron production was at an annual 
rate of 10,498,000 tons, against a rate of 10,482,000 tons in 
July and 9,409,000 tons in August of last year. The weekly 
average output of pig iron in August was 201,900 tons, com- 
pared with 201,600 tons weekly average in July and a weekly 
average for the first half of the year of 199,900 tons. 


SPECIFICATION FOR STANDARD SAND 


HE suitability of coals for the carbonisation and gasifica- 

tion industries and for steam-raising depends largely on 
their caking properties. One method for assessing these 
properties is a modification of the Gray-Campredon test for 
the ‘Determination of the Agglutinating Value of Coal,’ 
described in British Standard 705: 1936. 


According to this test the agglutinating value of a given 
coal is defined as the maximum ratio of sand to coal in a 
mixture which, on heating under given conditions, yields a 
coherent coke of specified strength. 


Since it is likely that the test will continue to be widely used 
in the future, the D.S.I.R. has now published details of the 
preparation of the standard sand at the Fuel Research Station, 
with drawings of the plant used. These particulars are given 
in Fuel Research Technical Paper No. 56, ‘The Preparation 
of Standard Sand’ (H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.; by post 
Is. 14d.). 


OG 
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Sir George Thomson, F.R.S., has been appointed by the 
Minister of Fuel and Power to- be a member of the Scientific 
Advisory Council which was set up in 1948 to advise him on 
the scientific aspect of his statutory duties. Sir Charles Goodeve 
and Professor S. Zuckerman, C.B., F.R.S., have ceased to serve 
on the Council. Sir Charles has resigned because of other 
commitments, and Professor Zuckerman’s term of office has 
expired. 


> > > 


Mr. G. R. Muir, who has been employed by the gas industry 
at Dunfermline for the last 44 years, has retired from the 
service of the Scottish Gas Board. He played an active part 
in the organised social life of the gasworks employees and was 
Chairman of the Social Club. He is Vice-Chairman of the 
Sick and Hospital Fund. Mr. Muir was for 41 years in the 
service of Dunfermline Corporation, and for the last three 
years was employed by the Scottish Gas Board. 


> > <> 


Mr. J. V. Beckett, General Manager and Secretary of the 
Oswestry district of the West Midlands Gas Board, is retiring 
shortly. Mr. Beckett, who began his career at the Oswestry 
gasworks 52 years ago, passed through every department in the 
undertaking. For several years he was in charge of distribu- 
tion until 1939, when he was appointed to his present position. 
He began with the Oswestry Gas Light and Coke Company 
and remained when the undertaking was taken over under 
nationalisation. 


> > > 


Mr. A. D. Duxbury, Deputy Engineer and Manager of the 
Peterborough group, Eastern Gas Board, has been appointed 
by the West Midlands Gas Board to the position of Engineer 
and Manager of the Leamington district, in succession to Mr. 
D. K. Green, whose appointment at Coventry has already 
been announced. Mr. Duxbury is Assistant Hon. Secretary 
and Transactions Secretary of the Eastern Junior Gas Asso- 
ciation. Other appointments announced by the West Mid- 
lands Board include that of Mr. L. T. Drew, «.c.w.a., formerly 
Deputy Divisional Accountant, to the position of Divisional 
Administrative Officer, Warwickshire division. 


> > > 


Mr. S. C. Tyrrell, F.C.w.A., F.LLA., Chief Accountant and 
Local Board Director of Newton Chambers & Co., Ltd., and 
President of the Institute of 
Cost and Works Accountants, 
received the Gold Medal of 
Honour, at its Paris congress 
last week, of the Industrial 
Society of the Province de 
Est. ‘This is a great honour 
for an Englishman,’ said Mr. 

Tyrrell in an interview, ‘ and is 
a gracious acknowledgment 
from our industrial friends in 
France of the intensive and ex- 
tensive research in manage- 
ment accounting of which 
British practitioners have been 
the pioneers.’ The member- 
ship of the Society making the 
award comprises the senior executives of most of the heavy 
industries and other leading engineering concerns in France. 


Obituary 


Mrs. A. B. Drake, widow of W. A. Drake, late Chairman 
and Managing Director of Drakes, Ltd., Halifax, and mother 
of John A., Francis D., and E. Maurice Drake, died suddenly 
on September 24. 


> > > 


Mr. W. Henry Milner, Works Manager of the Warrington 
Production Centre of Radiation Ltd., died suddenly on Septem- 
ber 17, while he was on holiday in South Devon. He joined 
the Company in 1934 as Manager of the vitreous enamelling 
department, later becoming Assistant Works Manager, and 
in 1947 was appointed Works Manager. 
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As we go to press we learn with regret of the death on 
September 27, after a short illness, of Mr. Bernard Robert 
Parkinson. Mr. Parkinson, who was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Institution of Gas Engineers at the Belfast 
meeting in 1923, was the younger son of W. C. Parkinson, 
and he joined the firm of W. Parkinson & Co. in 1920. 


> > > 


Mr. J. F. Wicks, formerly London Sales Manager for Rich- 
monds Gas Stove Co., Ltd., one the subsidiary companies 
of Radiation Ltd., died at Bournemouth on September 15 at 
the age of 86. He joined Richmonds in 1904 and, after 18 
months as Sales Representative for the South of England, he 
moved to London where he was appointed London Manager, 
which position he held until his retirement in 1936. 

> > > 


JOHN T. JOYCE 


Mr. J. T. Haynes, Divisional General Manager, Western 
division, Southern Gas Board, writes: It was with deep regret 
that we learned of the sudden death (as reported in the Journal 
last week) of Mr. John T. Joyce at his home on September 17. 


Mr. Joyce, who had given a lifetime of service to the gas iq 


industry, was a Londoner by birth, was educated at the 
Southend-on-Sea Technical School and commenced his career | 
in the industry with the Southend Gas Company. He later | 
took an appointment with Samuel Cutler & Sons, Engineering | 
Contractors, at Millwall. He continued his technical education 
at the Regent Street Polytechnic and Goldsmiths College, New 
Cross. In 1916, Mr. Joyce was appointed Assistant Engineer 
and Manager to the Ilford Gas Company and left there in 
1918 on his appointment as Engineer and Manager of the 
Weymouth Consumers Gas Company. 


Mr. Joyce was actively engaged on the building of the new 
Weymouth gasworks, which was commenced in 1930 on land | 
reclaimed from Weymouth harbour. 
mudlands at low water, was flooded to a depth of 8 ft. at high 
water. While this development was taking place, a new main 
road was constructed surrounding the works. The works was 
officially opened in 1933. Mr. Joyce was appointed a Director 
of the Weymouth Consumers Gas Company in 1943, while 
continuing to serve as Engineer and Manager. On nationalisa- 
tion of the industry in 1949, he became Engineer and Manager 
of the Weymouth group of undertakings (Weymouth, Port- 
land, and Dorchester). 


Mr. Joyce always took a keen interest in sport, particularly | 
cricket, rugby and soccer. He was a well-known figure in the |— 
town of Weymouth and was a prominent Freemason. 
widow, his son and daughter we extend our sincere sympathy. 


1952 ‘ Journal’ Directory 


T HE following changes have been notified during the past 


month. To keep the information in the 1952 edition of || 


the GasJournal Calendar and Directory up to date readers | 
are invited to note these alterations (together with the appro- 
priate adjustments relating thereto in the ‘ Personal’ section 
of the Directory, pp. 141-156): 


Page 23.—NorRTH WESTERN GAS CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL: 
Delete P. Rowlinson, Secretary (retired). 
» 56.—LEA BRIDGE: Delete D. C. Cross, Manager (retired). 
Add F. Dawson, Station E.; N. H. Davies, Local 
Manager. 
56.—Harrow: Delete F. Dawson, Station E. (removed). 
Add A. G. Herber, Works Manager. 
102.—WEYMOUTH AND DORCHESTER GROUP: 
Joyce, E. & M. (deceased). 
123.—ScottisH GAS BoarpD: Area _ headquarters, 26. 
Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh, 3. (T/N and 
T/A unchanged.) 
124.—EpinsurGH DiIvISsION: Delete J. R. Martindale, Dep. 
Div. E. (removed). 
», 172.—WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND: J. R. Martindale. 
Ch. Engineer. 
» 182.—WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE SECTION: Chairman: 
H. Maycock (Holywell); Senior Vice-Chairman: 
K. E. Tiddy (Carmarthen); Junior Vice-Chairman: 
J. H. Chapman (Swansea). Hon. Secretary: 
J. Powdrill (Pontypool). 
A4 and Al16.—SAMUEL CUTLER AND Sons, Ltp.: 70, Vic- 
— Street, London, S.W.1. T/N Tate Gallery 


Delete J. T. 
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Diary 


Oct. 4,—Western Juniors: Mecting, oa * Flexible 
Joints in Main and Service Laying,’ S. W. Hayes. 

Oct. 4.—Yorkshire Juniors: Annual General Meeting, Leeds. 

Address by J. M. McLusky, General Manager, Wakefield 

Group, North Eastern Gas Board. 

.—Scottish Juniors (Eastern District): Meeting. Presi- 
dential Address by T. R. Cameron. 

Oct. 7.—Midland Juniors: Presidential Address by D. J. Ward. 

Staff Mess Room, Birmingham, 6.30 p.m. 

7.—South Eastern G.C.C.: Caxton Hall, 

2.15 p.m. 

Oct. 8.—South Western Section, I.G.E.: Annual General 
Meeting, Taunton. Paper by T. H. Pardoe. 
Oct. 10.—London and Southern Juniors: Meeting. 

tial Address by C. D. Shann. 

Oct. 11.—Manchester Juniors: Annual General Meeting, 
Blackpool. Presidential Address of A. K. Howell. 

Oct. 16.—Institution of Mechanical Engineers: Annual Dinner, 
Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, 7 for 7.30 p.m. 

Oct. 16.—Institution of Gas Engineers and Coke Oven 
Managers’ Association: Joint Meeting, ‘Selection of Gas 
Manufacturing Plant in Relation to Supplies of Coke 
Oven Gas,’ F. G. Pyper, East Midlands Gas Board, at 
Institution of Civil Engineers, 2.30 p.m. 

Oct. 17.—Institution of Chemical Engineers (Graduates’ and 
Students’ Section, North East Centre): ‘Gas Engineering,’ 
A. J. Pringle. At Newcastle. 


Oct. 
Westminster, 


Oct. 


Presiden- 


Oct. 17.—Midland Section, 1.G.E.: Visit to Four Ashes works 
of Midland Tar Distillers. 

Oct. 17.—Institution of Mechanical Engineers: General Meet- 
ing, Presidential Address of Sir David Pye, c.B., ‘The 
Art of the Practical Engineer,’ 5.30 p.m. 

Oct. 20.—Institute of Fuel: Melchett Lecture, Dr. D. T. A. 
Townend, c.B.E., at Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey’s Gate, S.W.1. 

Oct. 21.—London and Southern Section, 
General Meeting, London. 


Oct. 21.—Scottish Juniors (Western): Evening visit to Brachead 
Power Station, Renfrew. 


Oct. 21.—Midland Juniors: ‘ Organisation for Efficient Control 
in a Modern Large Retort House,’ C. P. Astbury, Birming- 
ham; Staff Mess Room, Council House, Birmingham. 


Oct. 21-24.—Dairy Show, Olympia: Gas Council exhibit, 
stand 146/147. 


Oct. 23.—Midland Juniors and Yorkshire Juniors: Joint visit 
to Standard Motor Co., Ltd. 


Oct. 25.—London Juniors: Afternoon visit to Willoughby 
Lane, Tottenham, depé6t of William Press & Son, Ltd. 
2.30 p.m. 

Oct. 30.—North Thames G.C.C.: Westminster City Hall, W.C.2. 
2.30 p.m. 

Oct. 30-Nov. 1.—North Eastern Gas Board: Conference of 
Senior Officials, Harrogate. 


LG.E.: Annual 


GAS INDUSTRY’S BRITISH EMPIRE MEDALLISTS 


T HE eight long service members of the gas industry whose 
names were included in the Queen’s first list of Birthday 
Honours as recipients of the British Empire Medal received 


their decorations on September 19. The presentations were 
made on behalf of the Queen by Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, Minister 
of Fuel and Power. Following the presentation ceremony the 
recipients were the guests of the Gas Council for a coach tour 
of London, dinner at Gow’s Restaurant, St. Martins Lane, and 
a visit to the * London Laughs’ show at the Adelphi Theatre. 


Long service is traditional in the gas industry, and the eight 
men who were decorated have between them rendered some 
330 years of service; one family alone can account for 124 
‘years, 


Our photograph shows (left to right): Minister of Fuel and 
Power, Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, M.p.; J. McGarroch, lately shift 
foreman at Paisley district, Scottish Gas Board; G. E. Barrett, 
lately valveman at the Oxford gasworks, Southern Gas Board; 
W. Woodhead, storekeeper-fitter at the Elsecar works, East 
Midlands Gas Board; J. Hall, boiler stoker at South Stafford- 
shire Mond district, West Midlands Gas Board; E. Raistrick, 
maintenance fitter at Birkshall works, North Eastern Gas 
Board; G. W. Rimron, fittings foreman at Port Talbot 
undertaking, Wales Gas Board; W. R. H. Lorimer, sales and 
distribution superintendent, Alnwick unit (Blyth division), 
Northern Gas Board; and F. A. Scott, staff foreman at the tar 
and ammonia products works, North Thames Gas Board, 
Beckton. 
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Opening of Howdon Gasworks 


tere decision of the former Newcasile- 
on-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Com- 
pany to proceed with the construction 
of the new £1,500,000 gasworks at 
Howdon at a time when the industry 
was under the shadow of nationalisation 
was described as ‘wise and statesman- 
like” by Mr. E. Crowther, c.B.E., Chair- 
man of the Northern Gas Board, when 
he addressed 175 guests at a luncheon 
which followed the opening of the works 
on September 22. 


The works are the largest gas produc- 
ing unit in the Northern Gas Board’s 
area and were opened by Viscount 
Allendale, c.B., C.B.E., M.c., Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Northumberland. 


In welcoming the guests, Mr. Crow- 
THER said: ‘It is to the Newcastle and 
Gateshead Gas Company that the credit 
belongs for the initiation of the works 
and I am pleased in the presence of Mr. 
Rowland Lishman. the former Chair- 
man, and one of the directors, Colonel 
Sir Robert Chapman, to acknowledge 
the fact that they were the originators 
of the scheme. Their decision to pro- 
ceed with this works construction was 
indeed a wise and statesmanlike one. 
It would have been easy for them in the 
knowledge that control of the under- 
taking would shortly pass from their 
hands to repudiate all responsibility for 
the supply to Tyneside. They acted as 
trustees and as circumstances undoub- 
tedly called for action on their part— 
any delay might have led to really 
serious consequences with prolonged 
shortage of gas supply throughout the 
Tyneside area-—they determined to pro- 
ceed with this £14 mill. scheme although 


At the New Howdon Gasworks. 


H. C. Smith, Chairman, 


Gas Council; Lord Adams, 


difficulties they had kept to the pro- 
gramme and timetable. The Board was 
very pleased with the work which they 
had done. He also expressed apprecia- 
tion of the work of the Board’s own 
constructional staff. All who had 
worked together on the project had done 
so without friction and shown high 
qualities of team-work in what was a 
complicated and difficult task. 


Mr. Crowther also paid tribute to 
the regular operatives of the Howdon 
works who had a problem in the midst 
of constructional work to keep the old 
plant going. The old plant had now 
been swept away but it had been kept 
in operation right up to the moment 
when it was replaced by the new works 
—a very necessary step to ensure the 
provision of a sufficiency of gas to Tyne- 
side during the past winter. 


‘Every endeavour, said Mr. Crow- 
ther, has been made in the construction 
of these works to ensure that conditions 
are the best possible for the men 
employed there. The heavy and dirty 
manual duties which have characterised 
gas manufacture have either been 
mechanised or eliminated and a great 
deal of attention has been given to such 
matters as the lighting and ventilation of 
plant buildings, the provision of mess 
rooms, changing rooms, and baths. They 
have here a works of which they can be 
proud, a works which will compare with 
any factory on Tyneside no matter what 
the product.’ 


To mark his opening of the works 
Viscount Allendale was presented with 
an inscribed silver cigarette box by Mr. 
Crowther. 


Left to right: Mr. Arthur H. Lymn, Chairman, Gas 
Chambers and Coke Ovens, Ltd.; Mr. H. F. H. Jones, Deputy Chairman, and Colonel 


Member and Mr. J. R. 


Bradshaw, Deputy Chairman, Northern Gas Board. 


they knew that they themselves would 
not enjoy the benefits. The Board of 
Newcastle and Gateshead Gas Company 
may be well satisfied with the work 
which has been carried out.’ 


Mr. Crowther said that all the con- 
tracting firms had done a job consistent 
with the best traditions of British engi- 
neering practice and in face of many 


VISCOUNT ALLENDALE, in proposing the 
toast of the gas industry, said the prob- 
lem of the production of fuel of different 
kinds to meet a greatly increased 
demand had been a matter of great con- 
cern for a considerable time. What 
they had seen that day made it very 
clear that the gas industry in the area 
had been making a big effort to meet 
the ever-increasing demands made upon 


it. Serious consideration had, of course, 


to be given as regards what kind of | 
fuel was best for any particular area. 7 


It seemed to him that the closest pos- 
sible co-operation between the fuel 


industries was needed to put to the best | 
advantage the amount of fuel available © 


for all needs and to eliminate waste in 


the difficult times which lay ahead. Of | 
Allendale 7 


smoke pollution, Viscount 
recalled that when he lived in the West 


Riding in close proximity to many of | 


the big industrial towns in Yorkshire 
everything was black—the grass and 
even the flowers in the gardens. Agri- 
cultural 
much affected and tainted and farm 
repairs were continually required to cope 


with the effect which pollution in the Fa 


air had on stone, woodwork, and metal 
—all this apart from the detriment to 
the public health. 


* Uninformed Criticism ’ 


Reply to the toast was made by 
Colonel H. C. SMITH. C.B.E., Chairman 
of the Gas Council, who said that the 
Howdon works were planned before the 
industry was nationalised. The gas 
industry as a whole today was very 
largely being managed by the same 
people who were managing it before it 
was nationalised. Of the 26 full-time 
chairmen and deputy chairmen of the 
Gas Council and area boards who were 
now responsible to the Minister of Fuel 
for managing the gas industry, 19 had 
been engaged either as managing direc- 
tors or as chief executives of their com- 
panies or municipalities. 


“We are,’ continued Colonel Smith, 
‘still up against great difficulties. We 
could give a far better supply of gas if 
we could get the steel we want—but the 
same applies to many other industries. 
It is a case of which comes first, the 
chicken or the egg. Do we build up 
the gasworks so that in five years time 
we can supply all the needs of industry 
manufacturing ammunitions; or give the 
steel for ammunitions now so that we 
are still alive in five years time? We 
do press for all the materials we can get. 


but we have to put up with a meagre _ 


allocation which is many thousands of 
tons below what we need in order to 
build up the gas industry to give a full 
supply to industry and gas consumers.’ 


Referring to what he described as 
“uninformed criticism’ of the gas indus- 
try, Colonel Smith said that it might in 
time have serious consequences. Natur- 
ally if area boards were seriously criti- 
cised, not with reasoned criticism but 
political criticism, it was bound to have 
an effect upon the people working within 
the industry. But what would happen 
in the future? They had to attract into 
the industry the very best men.. Who 
was going to come in if they constantly 
read that the industry was badly run, 
that the area boards were ‘ monstrosi- 
ties, and that the people running the 
industry were doing so for their own 
ends. Those with faith in the industry 
felt very seriously about these things. 


The toast of the contractors was pro- 4 
posed by Mr. ROWLAND LISHMAN, Chair- | 
the former Newcastle and | 


man of 


land and forestry were both 7 
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Gateshead Gas Company, who pointed 
out that the company never lagged 
behind. Immediately after World War 
II, the board of directors went thor- 
oughly into the whole question of future 
gas supplies. They were not uncon- 
scious of the severe depression which 
followed the first world war but appre- 
ciated the great possibilities of gas in 
industry and also the development of 
the use of gas in domestic heating and 
cooking. There they had the reason 
for the building of the Howdon works, 
where labour was working under the 
best possible conditions; where costs 
would compare with any other gasworks 
in the whole country. So far as pollu- 
tion was concerned, 8 mill. cu.ft. of coal 
gas and 44 mill: cu.ft. of carburetted 
water gas were being manufactured each 
day—without a puff of smoke. 


The works was going to employ 10 
more men than the former works. 
Twelve and a half million cu.ft. would 
be produced each day with 10 more 
men than produced 3 mill. cu.ft. a day. 
Another factor which showed the 
thought and skill which had been put 


FORECASTING 


HE Chief Engineer of the North 

Thames Gas Board (Dr. J. Burns) 
had an interested audience on Thursday, 
September 25, when the North Thames 
Gas Consultative Council held its 32nd 
monthly meeting. Prior to the meeting, 
Dr. Burns conducted members on a visit 
to the Board’s Control Room, where he 
explained the methods used by the 
Board for forecasting daily gas demands. 


He explained how weather forecasts 
are correlated with other data and how 
the production of gas from all the 
Board’s works is controlled so as to en- 
sure the utmost economy in production 
costs. The progress in developing the 
Board’s ‘grid’ system of inter-connect- 
ing trunk mains, so as to improve the 
supply of gas throughout the Board’s 
area, was also demonstrated. The pump- 
ing system of the N.T.G.B. is extremely 
well planned over an extensive area. 


The Chairman of the Council (Coun- 
cillor Edwin Bayliss, D.L., J.P., L.C.C.) 
presided over a lively meeting. One of 
the items on the agenda included a plan 
to make newspaper announcements of 
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into the planning and execution of the 
building of the works was that during 
the whole time of construction the 
former works was producing gas and 
the day that the former works ceased 
production the new works came into 
operation. In the planning of the works 
and arranging the contract the directors 
of the company were particularly for- 
tunate in their then general manager, 
Mr. Crowther, who brought to bear 
upon the development of the works 
wide experience, great skill, and very 
real enthusiasm; and he was ably backed 
by his chief technical men. The works 
could not possibly have been completed 
in time had it not been for the whole- 
hearted co-operation between the con- 
tractors and representatives of the Gas 
Board. 


Co-operation Throughout 


In replying, Mr. A. H. LyMn, Chair- 
man of Gas Chambers & Coke Ovens, 
Ltd., said that the contractors had given 
of their best and this was largely due 
to the co-operation of the Gas Board 
and their officials and the promptness 





GAS DEMAND 


changes in the price of gas less techni- 
cal, so that the housewife would have 
a clear—not clouded—mind when she 
had finished reading about the latest 
charges. The Council considered several 
suggestions in this direction and agreed 
to forward them to the Board. 


Also affecting the consumer was the 
fact that complaints have been received 
that inadequate publicity is given by 
the Board to gas tariffs and changes 
in the price of gas. The Council has 
decided to submit certain suggestions 
to the Board with a view to helping con- 
sumers in this matter. 


The Council received a_ satisfactory 
report from the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power on the Ministry’s tests of gas 
supplied by the North Thames Gas 
Board during the quarter ended June, 
1952. 


The next meeting of the Council will 
be held on Thursday, October 30, at 
2.30 p.m., at the Westminster City Hall, 
Charing Cross Road, W.C.2. The meet- 
ing is open to the Press and the public. 


Co-operative Trading 


DDRESSING the __ Ironmongers 
Assistants’ Association of Guildford 
on September 8, Mr. A. C. Hazel, 


Managing Director of Hurseal, Ltd., 
drew attention to the need for higher 
efficiency in ordinary coke boilers. He 
mentioned that his own boiler had an 
efficiency on gas coke of 76%. 


The general public, he suggested, knew 
little about relative efficiencies of various 
coke burning appliances and they were 
not even aware of the fact that smoke- 
less solid fuel was much more efficient 
©n an inset grate than bituminous coal. 






He felt that more propaganda was neces- 
sary, stressing the great advantages of 
smokeless fuel on modern appliances. 


The obvious trader to co-operate with 
the gas industry was the ironmonger, 
and he thought the gas industry would 
develop even more rapidly if it made 
greater use of the private enterprise 
retailer. It was not too late for the 
ironmonger to enter this particular field 
and he thought that, just as the electri- 
cal contractor and the electrical supply 
industry worked hand in hand, so the 
ironmonger and the gas industry might 
do the same. 
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with which they dealt with all questions 
which had arisen. Mr. Lymn spoke of 
the loyalty, goodwill, and effort of men 
of all grades who had been employed on 
the construction of the works. There 
had been no differences and it had been 
harmony __ between employers and 
employed from beginning to end. 


Prior to the luncheon, Viscount Allen- 
dale unveiled a tablet to mark the com- 
pletion of the works and said: ‘ Although 
there was a great demand for gas dur- 
ing the war it became evident after the 
war that there would be a large civil 
demand and it was decided to replace 
the then existing plant by one four times 
the size. The order for this was placed 
in 1948 and with the exception of the 
gasholders and a few bui'd’ngs all that 
we now see before us is new.’ 


Guests included Messrs. R. Kelf- 
Cohen, c.B. (Ministry of Fuel & Power), 
G. E. Currier, 0.B.£. (President, Institu- 
tion of Gas Engineers), H. F. H. Jones 
(Deputy Chairman, Gas Council), 
Mayors of the Tyneside Boroughs, M.P.’s 
for Tyneside constituencies, and repre- 
sentatives from industrial undertakings. 


Expansion at Partington 


ORK is now nearing completion at 

the North Western Gas Board’s 
Partington works on the installation of 
new gas-making and compressing plant 
which will bring the works a stage nearer 
its planned role as the largest gas pro- 
ducing station of the North West, and 
principal supply source of a gas grid 
which will eventually connect up the 
whole of the industrial belt of Lanca- 
shire and Cheshire. 


The new gas-making plant, which has 
cost £675,000, will come into operation 
in mid-November with a daily output of 
5 mill. cu.ft., making the total capacity 
at Partington 25 mill. cu.ft. daily; 
enough to supply more than half the 
city of Manchester. 


Alongside, a battery of seven com- 
pressors, the largest installation of its 
kind in the country, is being erected. 
These compressors will each be capable 
of handling + mill. cu.ft. of gas an hour. 
They will pump the gas made at Part- 
ington to towns as far distant as North- 
wich and Tyldesley. They will be 
driven by electricity generated on the 
works by waste heat. 


Immediately the necessary steel has 
been allocated, work is to begin at Part- 
ington on constructing coke ovens, cost- 
ing some £5 mill. and producing 15 mill. 
cu.ft. of gas daily. These coke ovens 
will bring the total production capacity 
at Partington to 40 mill. cu.ft. of gas 
daily. In the final stage of the plan a 
second coke oven unit of the same 
capacity is to be installed to bring the 
capacity to 55 mill. cu.ft. of gas daily. 


The gas grid into which this gas will 
be passed under high pressure at present 
connects 45 towns grouped around Man- 
chester. In due course this grid will 


be linked with a second grid based on 
Liverpool and now serving seven towns 
on the western side of the area. 
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New Gasworks 


at Howdon 


S recorded on earlier pages the new works of the 
Northern Gas Board at Howdon were officially inaugu- 
rated by Viscount Allendale, c.B., C.B.E., M.C., Lieutenant 
for the County of Northumberland, on September 22. The 
Howdon works have been constructed to give a daily output 
of 12.5 mill. cu.ft. per day—8 mill. cu.ft. of coal gas and 


4.5 mill. cu.ft. of carburetted water gas. 


The main contract, 


comprising coal handling and blending plant, coke handling, 
screening, and storage plant, carbonising plant with waste 
heat boilers, mechanical producer plant, and primary con- 
densers, was carried out by Gas Chambers and Coke Ovens, 
Ltd. The new installation contains several special features. 


That the whole of the plant was erected and put to work 
without interfering with a then existing works of a capacity 


of 3 mill. cu.ft. a day constitutes no mean engineering achieve- 


ment. The full significance of this 
achievement in these days of shortage 
of materials and extended delivery 
periods may be gauged by three 
facts: The order for the plant was 
placed with Gas Chambers and Coke 
Ovens in November, 1948; work on 
site started in April, 1949; gas-making 
commenced in November, 1951, 
exactly according to schedule. The 
coal handling plant, chamber houses, 
coal storage bunkers, producer gas 
plant, and water gas plant have been 
designed architecturally as a whole 
with white facing brickwork covering 
all steel framed buildings and so 
blending with concrete structures. A 
particularly striking feature is the 
abundance of glazing provided. 


Outstanding characteristics of the 
new works have been outlined by Mr. 
J. E. McManus (Gas Journal, August 
6) and we recapitulate points from his 
general description before passing to 
more detailed consideration of the 
items of plant comprised in this most 
attractive works. 


The total daily gas output is divided 
into two streams of 4 mill. cu.ft., each 
stream being complete with its own 
primary and _ secondary multipass 
condensers, Connersville exhauster, 
electrostatic detarrer, ammonia 
washer, and section of purifiers. A 
spare unit of all the ancillaries, with 
the exception of purifiers, is provided 


Recuperation Side of One Bench. 
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Coke Screening and Storage Bunkers. 


for use on either stream. Both 
streams combine after metering for 
the purpose of benzole extraction and 
mix shortly afterwards with the water 
gas stream before entry to the holder. 


Two separate mixing bunkers, con- 


structed in reinforced concrete, are |” 


each divided into three compartments | 


for the storage of different classes of 


coal after passage through the break- | 


ing plant. These bunkers and attend- 
ant breakers and gravity bucket ele- 
vators are duplicates of each other 


except that in one case an existing © 


breaking and elevating plant has been 
incorporated. 


Proportioning and mixing, as dis- 


tinct from blending, of the choser 
coals are achieved by the use of cubi- © 


meters on each bunker. 


These cubi- © 


meters can travel on a track below — 
the bunker outlets and be positioned © 
for receipt of coal from any of the | 


discharging doors. These machines 
do not weigh the coal but provide a 
stream of coal with a regulated cross- 


sectional area and known rate of © 


travel, thus allowing the desired per- 


centages of selected coals to be fed © 


on to a common conveyor running 
past the 
meters. 


discharge points of the 


Handling of all coals from the © 
bunkers to the main storage bunkers, © 
adjacent to the chamber houses, is by | 


belt conveyors. 


Fairly intimate mix- 7 


ing of the coals takes place at the | 
various transfer points between one 7 
conveyor and the next, together with | 
the final discharge into the main 7 


bunkers. 


The latter bunkers, one to |) 


each of the four benches, have an in | 


and out capacity of 270 tons per © 


bunker which covers carbonising 
requirements for 48 hours. Including 
the mixing bunkers the total stocks 
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in bunkers can meet five days of 
maximum gas production. A special 
compartment has been included in 
one of the main bunkers for the pur- 
pose of obtaining large scale coking 
and behaviour tests on various coals. 


Special weighing machines are 
incorporated in the overhead running 
tracks of the four coal charging cars 
which serve the benches, and each 
charge can be weighed and recorded, 
thus providing an accurate assess- 
ment of the weight of coals carbon- 
The four benches, each con- 
taining three settings of six chambers, 
are fired by clean hot producer gas 
generated in external self-vaporising 
mechanical producers. Three of the 
four producers installed will provide 
all the necessary producer gas for the 
carbonising plant and all the diluent 
necessary to reduce the coal gas to 
the declared calorific value of 475 
B.Th.U. These producers are housed 
in a separate building and are fitted 
with fully automatic electrically con- 
trolled coke feeding gear. 


Producer gas supply to each set- 
ting of six chambers is controlled by 
seven hot gas valves, thus giving a 
most accurate and simple control of 
the heating flue temperatures. 


Automatic variation of the added 
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Condensers. 


diluent is provided by a special Sigma 
calorimeter coupled to a governor 
controlled butterfly valve which is 
situated between the diluent exhauster 
and the foul mains. 


Carburetted Water Gas Plant. 


Each bench of chamber ovens is 
provided with a coke wharf for recep- 
tion of coke after quenching for cool- 
ing and possible spot quenching. 
Sufficient storage is available on the 
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View of Purifiers at Deck Plate Level. 


wharves to allow the coke handling 
and grading plant to operate for only 
two eight-hour shifts per day. This 
will greatly facilitate the carrying out 
of repair and maintenance work 
without undue interruption of the car- 
bonising process. 


Weighing Refinements 


Coke transfer from the wharves to 
grading plant is entirely by belt con- 
veyor, and inserted in the conveyor 
line is a conveyor weighing machine 
capable of recording the gross out- 
put of coke from the plant. A simi- 
lar machine has also been _incor- 
porated in the return conveyor line 
from the grading plant to the pro- 
ducers and water gas plant. These 
refinements should leave little doubt 
as to the actual coke consumption of 
the various plants. 


Of particular note on the more or 
less normal static type ammonia 
washers is the addition of two oil 
washing bays at the outlet end for 
removing final traces of tar fog from 
the gas streams before entering the 
purifiers. It is hoped by this means 
to reduce hardening of oxide in the 
boxes. 


The four purifier boxes contained 
in each of the three sections serving 
the coal gas and water gas streams 
are of the overhead type, 40 ft. by 
30 ft. by 8 ft. deep. Each box con- 
tains two layers of flat grids, and 
special features are the all-welded 
steel construction with box pattern lids 
and three-way control valves. These 
composite valves are fitted to the inlet 
and outlet of each box and permit of 
eight variations in the gas flow 
through the box. 


Works steam requirements are 
divided into three different pressures 
—namely, 300, 100, and 15 lb. per 
sq. in. The first is provided by four 
waste heat boilers, with two standing 
spares, and the last, used for process 
purposes, is the pass out steam from 
the vertical compound engine drives 
of the exhausters and the _ turbo- 
driven alternator. Three _ existing 
Lancashire type boilers with forced 
draught furnaces supply most of the 
requirements of the 100 lb. per sq. in. 
lines with supplementation from the 
300 Ib. per sq. in. line via a reducing 
valve when any surplus high pres- 
sure steam is available. 
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A turbo-alternator, driven entirely 
by 300 Ib. per sq. in. waste heat steam, 
and having an output of 530 kW at 
415 volts provides power for all drives 
in the works, with the exception of 
the exhausters and boosters. Included 
in the alternator output control is syn- 
chronisation mechanism to handle an 
anticipated surplus to the grid. 


To economise in the large water 
demands of the plant a water cooling 
tower with a capacity of 179,000 gal. 
per hour from 105°F. to 80°F., with 
a wet bulb temperature of 60°F., is 
provided. The tower is of the chim- 
ney type with a combination of 
natural and forced draughts. The 
former should take care of winter 
conditions and two motor drives of 
15 H.p. and 45 uP. for the fan pro- 
vide the intermediate and maximum 
associated with spring or autumn or 
summer heat waves respectively. 


Belt conveyors are provided to 
transfer all ash and clinker dis- 
charged from the mechanical pro- 
ducer grates and the water gas gene- 
rator to a storage hopper via a skip 
hoist. Small buffer hoppers with 
vibratory feeders between their out- 
puts and conveyor obviate continuous 
running of the conveyor and hoist. 


The Plant in Detail 


We now come to a more detailed 
description of the various units of 
plant installed. 


Coal Handling Plant: This plant 
has a capacity of 120 tons per hour 
and comprises two receiving stations 
with crusher. Coal is elevated by 
gravity bucket conveyors to two 790- 
ton reinforced concrete blending 
bunkers. A shuttle belt at the top 


Travelling Cubimeters under Coal Blending Bunkers. 
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View at Discharge Point of Royston 
‘Flash’ Dryer showing bagging attach- 
ment and automatic weighing machine. 


of each bunker distributes the coal 
into the respective compartments, of 
which there are three. As previously 
mentioned, coal from the bunkers to 
mixing belts travels via the cubi- 
meters. Belt conveyors carry the coal 
to the main bunkers. The conveyors 
are by Ellis, Newcastle; the rein- 
forced concrete bunkers by the Demo- 
lition and Construction Co., Ltd.; and 


the electrical equipment by Lanca- 
shire Dynamo & Crypto, Ltd. 


Carbonising Plant: This comprises 
two separate units, each in its own 
self-supporting house and each con- 
sisting of two benches of 18 C.O.L. 
4-ton chambers—i.e., 72 chambers in 
all—arranged as four benches. The 
main storage bunkers are located at 
the end of each unit and have a 
capacity of 540 tons of coal. Dilution 
of the coal gas is effected either by 
admixture of producer gas or by 
steaming of the charges in the cham- 
bers. There is an electrically propelled 
charging car with  weighbridge 
recorder to each of the four benches. 
There is a separate foul gas main 
from each unit to the primary con- 
densers. 


To each unit there are three waste 
heat boilers—six boilers in all, two 
of which are spare. Each boiler is 
rated at 3,300 lb. of steam per hour 
at 300 Ib. gauge. The boilers, designed 
and erected by Spencer-Bonecourt, 
Ltd., are housed above ground below 
the main bunkers. 


Workmen’s canteens, offices, and 
wash-rooms, etc., are at ground level 
below the boiler houses. 


Coke Handling: There are four 
hot coke cars, one to each bench, 
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which are electrically hauled into the 
quenching stations and thence to the 
coke wharves. The latter are 
arranged in pairs, each pair discharg- 
ing on to belt conveyor, thence by 
inclined belt (with belt weigher to 
register total coke make) to a junc- 
tion tower, where coke can be dis- 
charged on to stocking belt for yard 
storage, or by another inclined belt 
to screening plant. Coke from stock 
is reclaimed by grab crane and thence 
by skip hoist to the screens. 


The screening plant includes coke 
cutter, scalping screen, and series of 
Pegson screens connected by inclined 
belt conveyors. The screening bun- 
kers are in reinforced concrete and 
have a capacity of 1,040 tons, divided 
into six compartmens. Travelling 
de-breezing screens and bag weighers 
deal with coke from the bunkers. 
Coke is taken from the bunkers to the 
producer plant by belt conveyors, 
and belt conveyors also deal with 
breeze for the chamber bottom door 
pads. A belt weigher registers the 
coke to the producers. 


Producing Plant: This consists of a 
battery of four Power Gas mechani- 
cal producers (one as_ standby) 
designed to produce gas for heating 
the chambers and provide gas for 
dilution purposes. The producers 
are housed in a separate steel-framed 
house. The storage bunkers above 
the producers provide for 48 hours’ 
supply. Gas from the producers 
passes through ‘ Vortex’ dust catchers 
and thence to the gas mains along the 
four benches of chambers. Small 
gas scrubbing and booster plant is 
provided for dilution gas. Volumetric 
control of the producer gas is by 
Askania. The producers are fully 
automatic in operation. 


Primary Gas Condensers: There 
is a battery of five Holmes multipass 
vertical water tube primary gas con- 
densers (one as standby) arranged to 
work in pairs on two streams of gas 
in parallel. Each condenser is capable 
of handling 2 mill. cu.ft. of gas per 
day. 


Exhausters: There are _ three 
Holmes Connersville exhausters (one 
as standby), each machine being 
direct coupled to a Bellis-Morcom 
two-crank compound engine. Each 
exhauster is capable of handling 
206,000 cu.ft. per hour. 


Secondary Gas Condensers : These 
consist of three multipass vertical 
water-tube secondary condensers (one 
as standby) by W. C. Holmes & Co., 
Ltd., arranged for operating singly, 
one on each of two parallel gas 
streams. Each condenser is capable 
of handling 200,000 cu.ft. of gas per 
hour. 


Water Cooling Tower: There is 
one Davenport reinforced concrete 
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mechanically induced draught cooling 
tower with two-motor two-speed fan 
with stainless steel impellers. Rated 
capacity 179,000 gal. of water per 
hour. 


Detarrers: Three Simon-Carves 
electrostatic detarrers (one as standby) 
are arranged for the two parallel gas 
streams. Each detarrer is capable of 
handling 4 mill. cu.ft. of gas per day. 


Ammonia and Naphthalene 
Washers: There are two Holmes 
Multifilm static ammonia _ washers, 
each with additional washing cham- 
ber for naphthalene and tar fog 
removal prior to the oxide purifiers. 
Each washer is capable of handling 
200,000 cu.ft. per hour. 


Meters: There are two Holmes 
Connersville meters, each fitted with 
pressure, volume, temperature, and 
time recorders. Each meter is 
capable of handling 6 mill. cu.ft. of 


gas per day. 


Benzole Plant: This consists of one 
Holmes Multifilm static benzole 


Benzole Plant. 


washer comprising two 4-chamber 
units operating in series. The plant 
is capable of handling 10 mill. cu.ft. 
of gas per day. There is also a 
Holmes vacuum distillation oil strip- 
ping plant. 


Water Softening Plant: There is 
one twin-unit Neckar base exchange 
water softening plant of a capacity 
of 5,400 gal. per hour. 


Carburetted Water Gas Plant: This 
consists of a 44 mill. cu.ft. per day 
Humphreys & Glasgow plant with 
provision for installing a further simi- 
lar unit. Overhead coke storage 
bunkers provide 25 hours capacity for 
the two units. Ancillary plant con- 
sists of condensers, exhauster, detar- 
rer, purifier, and meter. 


Purifiers: There are three sets of 
Oxley purifiers, each consisting of 
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four elevated boxes of welded con- 
struction. Fouled oxide is discharged 
by gravity to the disintegrators, and 
portable conveyors carry the oxide to 
a skip hoist for elevation to the rein- 
forced concrete revivifying floor 
above the boxes. 


Ash Handling: Clinker and breeze 
from the producers and the car- 
buretted water gas plant are handled 
by belt and skip hoist to twin rein- 
forced concrete hoppers arranged for 
discharge to lorries. 


_ Sulphate of Ammonia Plant: This 
is by George Royston & Son, Ltd., 
and comprises a still having a capa- 
city of 2,500 gal. of liquor per hour, 
a saturator having a capacity of 6 
tons of Grade 1 sulphate of ammonia 
per day, lime storage and mixing 
plant neutraliser, crystal separator, 
centrifuge, ‘Flash’ drier, automatic 
sack weigher, and a full complement 
of recording instruments. 


Should the carbonisation capacity 
of the works be increased by 100% 
the only portion of the plant to replace 
is the saturator. 


The saturator itself is the firm’s stan- 
dard type for this capacity, the proto- 
type of which has been operating 
continuously producing Grade I sul- 
phate for 18 years. The construction 
is mild steel outer case and top cover. 
The mild steel case is sheet lead lined 
and then with interlocking tongued 
and grooved ‘ Nori’ acid resisting tiles 
24 in. thick, set in P.F. resin cement. 
The top cover is homogeneously lead 
lined ¢ in. thick and carries an acid 
spray separator box of ample propor- 
tions, and is of mild steel homogene- 
ous lead lined construction. It is 
fitted with 6% antimonial lead cracker 
pipes and dip pipes. The discharger is 
3 in. and 3 in. bore copper tube, 
homogeneously covered with lead and 
with a turbulating coil. The whole 
forms a saturator that will make 
Grade I sulphate continuously with 
a minimum of maintenance. 


The still is 6 ft. 6 in. inside diameter 
and is for total distillation. There 
are nine free trays, liming chamber 
to give 30 min. mixing or contact with 
lime when on 2,250 gal. per hour. 
From this the limed liquor passes 
down seven trays in the fixed still. The 
still is more or less two mild steel 
cylinders lined with semi-vitreous tiles 
set in resin cement, and the internals 
are cast iron. The effluent from the 
still will flow through a seal. The still 
is of particular interest inasmuch as 
there are no cleaning doors or flanges; 
the outside is quite smooth and thus 
lends itself very well to total heat 
insulation and this is important as it is 
outdoors. The cleaning of the still 
is accomplished by removing the top 
and pulling out the internals for a 
thorough clean. For this purpose there 
are platforms and suitable lifting 
tackle. The steam to the still is con- 
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trolled by instruments from the still 
head temperature, and distillation is 
carried out by low pressure pass-out 
steam from the alternators. 


The three heat exchangers and two 
condensers are of tubular construc- 
tion, each unit having 120 sq. ft. They 
are stainless steel throughout and 
double pass type. The heat exchange 
is between the ingoing crude liquor 
and the saturator foul gas vapours. 
The liquor is heated to 85°-90° C. and 
the vapours to 85°-93° C. Vapours 
pass to the two condensers which are 
water cooled. The gases then pass via 
high pressure fan to the crude gas 
mains. These stainless steel units give 
good heat transfer over long periods, 
and as no sulphiding takes place the 
tubes are smaller and thinner. They 
also take up far less space, which is 
important on most sites which have 
become very congested. 


Other plant outside and in proxi- 
mity to stills and heat exchangers is 
the acid storage tank and the low 
level rail emptying and pumping 
tank. The tank into which the acid 
from the rail tanks is emptied is cir- 
cular and mild steel lead lined and 
it supports a LaBour pump on the top 
rim, this being arranged as the acid 
range of pipes to the high level tank 
is allowed to run empty and saves 
drip from the pump gland, etc. The 
high level storage and feed tank is 
9 ft. diameter and 20 ft. long and is 
supported on steel joist structure 
22 ft. above the ground level; its 
capacity is 60 tons of acid or suffi- 
cient for 10 days when making 6 tons 
of sulphate per day. 


Inside the building are the pumps, 
which are situated in a separate room 
—two centrifugal liquor pumps and 
two centrifugal lime pumps. The lime 
store and lime mixer are adjacent. 


The sulphate house proper houses 
the centrifuge and operating platform, 
the centrifuge and flash dryer, and 
control instruments and meters. 


The Centrifuge is the suspended 
type with an F.M.B. stainless steel 
monitor case and basket. The capacity 
is 10 cwt. of sulphate. It is driven 
at any shafts speed through electric 
motor, Carter hydraulic gear and angle 
reduction gear and Universal coup- 
ling. With this arrangement, which 
is only the second of its kind, it is 
possible to get any predetermined 
number of speeds for filling, spinning, 
and ploughing out by mechanical dis- 
charger or plough. The speed and 
torque remaining full and constant 
at all speeds. The sulphate from the 
centrifuge is discharged direct into 
the drier charge pot and so continu- 
ously dried. 


The platform also supports a neu- 
tralising vessel which is also a crystal 
thickener. This apparatus was 
patented in 1922 by George Royston 
and has been used with success since. 
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On the operating platform all the 
steam valves are grouped together 
and the panel of Cambridge instru- 


ments and controls is on the structure. 


The dryer is the Royston ‘ Flash” 
type and is complete in itself after the 
centrifuged sulphate is dropped down 
the chute into the charge pot as sul- 
phate containing up 1% to 1.5% of 
water. The dryer conveys or elevates. 
and dries pneumatically up the lift 
tube to the top of the cascade tower, 
where it falls against a counter current 
of hot air into the bagging hopper and 
through an automatic sack weigher 
into the bags. The time taken is only 
2 to 4 sec.; this is without any effort 
by the operator apart from replacing 
bags on the weigher. Liquor is 
recorded by a Kent integrating, 
recording liquor meter. 


Power Generation Plant: There is 
one 530 kW Allen/Lancashire Dyna- 
mo turbo-alternator set with surface 
condenser to give vacuum of 27} in. 
and fitted for pass-out steam demand 
up to 6,500 Ib. per hour at 15 Ib. 
per sq. in. 


Electrical Equipment: The motors 
are Lancashire Dynamo gasworks. 
type with switch gear supplied by 
Lancashire Dynamo and_ control 
equipment (including sequence con- 
trol) by Allen West. 


Excavation: The Demolition & 
Construction Co., Ltd., were main 
contractors for the excavating and 
preparation of the site and construc- 
tion of the foundations, roads, and 
drains for the new works. 


Concrete Structures : The following 
were erected by the Demolition & 
Construction Co., Ltd.: Two coal 
blending bunkers, one coke screening 
bunker, four quenching chambers, two 
pairs of coke wharves, two pairs of 
coal and breeze bunkers, three con- 
veyor trestles, and one transfer tower. 


The firms engaged in the construction 
and equipment of the new works at 
Howdon, in addition to the main con- 
tractors, Gas Chambers and Coke Ovens, 
Ltd., included :— 


W. H. Allen & Sons, Ltd. 

Allen West & Co., Ltd. 

Bellis & Morcom, Ltd. 

Davenport Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd. 
J. W. Ellis & Co., Ltd. 

W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd. 
Humphreys & Glasgow, Ltd. 
Lancashire Dynamo and Crypto, Ltd. 
Naylor Bros., Ltd. 

Wm. Neill & Sons, Ltd. 

Neckar Water Softening Co. 

Oxley Engineering Co., Ltd. 

Pegson, Ltd. 

Power Gas Corporation, Ltd. 

George Royston and Son, Ltd. 
Simon-Carves, Ltd. 
Spencer-Bonecourt, Ltd. 

Thos. Summerson & Sons, Ltd. 

M. B. Wild. 
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ILLUSTRATED ABOVE 
Four cast iron Purifiers 35 ft. square 
x 6 ft. deep in two lines of two, 
at ground level, with Preheater and 
two sets of lifting apparatus, 
complete with foundations and 
retaining wall, for the Scottish 
Gas Board, Motherwe'il. 


ILLUSTRATED ON LEFT 
Enlarged view showing 


Preheater and instruments 
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NEW 


ETAILS of the new non-domestic 

tariff for constant quarterly con- 
sumptions of not less than 1,000 therms 
—the subject of a discussion at the last 
meeting of the South Western Gas Con- 
sultative Council reported in last week’s 
Journal, became available at all the 
offices and showrooms of the South 
Western Gas Board from September 29. 


In a statement explaining the new 
tariff, Mr. C. H. Chester, Chairman of 
the Board, points out that the tariff, 
which has had the approval of the Con- 
sultative Council, is available to any 
non-domestic consumer who uses 1,000 
therms or more in each quarter of the 
year. The consumer will be required to 
undertake to consume each quarter for a 
period of three years a certain quantity 
of gas (this quantity being determined 
by reference to his previous level of con- 
sumption). This guaranteed quantity will 
attract a lower price because the Board, 
having this assured output, is able to 
achieve economies: by arranging its pro- 
duction programme accordingly. 


The guaranteed quantity is determined 
by reference to the consumption of gas 
during the September quarter when the 
Board’s output is at its lowest level, and 
the quantity may be increased at the 
consumer’s request, for example, as a 





NON-DOMESTIC TARIFF 
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result of installing additional gas equip- 
ment. 


The advantage of the new tariff does 
not therefore end at the present level of 
consumption; it is so designed that the 
prices in respect of additional consump- 
tion are attractive and should enable the 
Board to increase considerably its sales 
of gas for industrial purposes. 


A number of non-domestic consumers 
who could adopt the tariff with advan- 
tage will be advised of its introduction 
individually by letter, but there is a large 
number of borderline cases where an 
increased use of gas during the summer 
months would enable the tariff to apply, 
and, in such cases, an enquiry at any 
of the Board’s offices will ensure that 
the consumer’s individual circumstances 
are carefully examined to see whether he 
would benefit from the tariff. 


In the letter introducing the new tariff 
the Board will emphasise the importance 
of the work of its Industrial Department 
which, although quite small, is available 
free of charge for consultation not only 
regarding new installations of equipment 
but also upon the efficiency of the plant 
at present in use. The new tariff is an 
extension of the tariffs at present in 
force and does not amount to a general 
revision of tariffs. 





Examinations 


HE next examinations of the Institu- 

tion of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers will be held during April (Sec- 
tion A) and May (Section B). Candidates 
who have already submitted proposal 
forms for membership and have been 
accepted as examination candidates must 
submit an examination application form 
(obtainable from the Secretary) before 
February 28, 1953 (January 31 for over- 
seas candidates). 


Candidates who have not previously 
made application are first required to 
submit proposal forms for membership, 
and these must be considered by the 
Committee before permission to enter 
the examination can be granted. Such 
proposal forms must be received by the 
Secretary not later than December 31, 
and no guarantee can be given that 
proposal forms received after that date 
can de dealt with in time to enter 
approved candidates for the 1953 exam- 
inations. 


Students and Graduates of the Institu- 
tion are not required to submit a transfer 
application form, as they are permitted 
to enter for the appropriate portion of 
the Associate Membership Examination 
(Section A or Section B) on submission 
of a completed examination application 
form before February 28 (January 31 for 
Overseas candidates). 





White Lead Paint Films 


ORE than 100 representatives of 

trade and film journals were pre- 
sent at a private screening in the 
Hammer Theatre on September 23 and 
enjoyed two technical films sponsored by 
Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd. 


The first film, ‘ White Lead,’ which ran 
for 20 minutes, showed the mining of 
lead ore and the conversion of the puri- 
fied pig lead into white lead—first by 
the old chamber process and secondly by 
the modern Octagon process. An im- 
portant result of the close control made 
possible by the Octagon process is that 
several grades of white lead can be 
made. The film continued with exam- 
ples of buildings protected by white 
lead, the most striking of which was the 
Brighton Pavilion. This was first painted 
in 1800. Before the 1952 repainting, a 
section of the paint films was removed 
and under a microscope all the 21 paint- 
ings between 1800 and 1936 (when the 
Pavilion was previously painted) could 
be seen still bonded together and form- 
ing a coating of great protective value. 


The second film, ‘Magnet—a White 
Lead Paint,’ showed (in colour) how this 
pigment is used in the making of 
Magnet, a white lead paint with a hard 
gloss finish. After a glimpse at some of 
the paint-testing equipment used in a 
modern factory, the audience saw one 
of the most up-to-date paint factories in 
the country—the Associated Lead fac- 
tory at Millwall. 


Both these films are available—free of 
charge—for shows of a technical nature 
to general audiences. The first is in 
35 mm. and 16 mm. black and white, 
and the second is 16 mm. in colour. 
They should be of great interest to archi- 
tects and maintenance engineers and to 
any student of chemical processes. 





IRST aid teams from Middlesbrough, 

Darlington, Hartlepool, Newcastle, 
Sunderland, Berwick, and Penrith com- 
peted in the Northern Gas Board final 
competition held at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne on September 20. The result was 
a win for the Darlington team with 1504 
points, North Shields (Newcastle) were 
second with 150 points, and Hartlepool 
third, with 148 points. The winning team 
will represent the Northern Gas Board 
in the Gas Industry National First Aid 
Competition to be held in London on 
October 22. 


Lady Wayman, Superintendent of the 
St. John Ambulance Association for the 


First Aid Finals 


County of Durham, presented the chal- 
lenge shield to the captain of the Dar- 
lington team, and individual prizes to 
the members of the first two teams. 
Among the large audience present were 
the Lord Mayor of Newcastle (Alder- 
man Mrs. V. H. Grantham); Mr. E. 
Crowther, c.B.E., Chairman of _ the 
Northern Gas Board, and = Mrs. 
Crowther; Sir Myers Wayman, kK.B.E., 
F.S.S., J.P., Commissioner for the St. John 
Ambulance Association in the County 
of Durham; Mr. Donald Hindson, m.c., 
0.ST.J., Commissioner for the County of 
Northumberland; Miss E. I. Teasdale, 
Superintendent for the County of North- 
umberland; senior officers of the Board’s 
staff and the divisional general managers. 


Detecting Water Leaks 


SCIENTIFIC correspondent of the 

Financial Times referred in a recent 
issue to a new use for isotopes in the 
detection of leaks in buried water pipes. 
A Canadian firm has used isotopes to 
solve the problem of finding a leak in 
a radiator system consisting of several 
hundred feet of water piping buried 
under a concrete garage floor 6 in. thick. 


For some time it had been clear that 
the pipe was leaking, but as there was 
15,000 sq. ft. of concrete flooring it was 
hardly practicable to pull it all up to 
find the leak. 


The problem was dealt with by taking 
about a spoonful of sodium carbonate 
and sending it to be irradiated in a 
nuclear pile so as to make the sodium 
radioactive. (Radioactive sodium was 
chosen for this job because the radiation 


from it is sufficiently strong to penetrate 
through 6 in. of concrete, while, at the 
same time, it quickly decays so that after 
a few days there is virtually no harmful 
radiation coming from it.) 


Taking due precautions against the 
radiation, this salt was then passed into 
the circulating water and allowed to flow 
through the pipes. After it had dis- 
persed through the whole system the 
pipes were flushed out and all the radio- 
active materials washed away. 


Thus there was no radioactive material 
left except where the water had leaked 
out. Such places were readily detected 
by the radiation which the sodium in 
this water emitted. In fact, the posi- 
tion of the leak was located to a square 
only 6 in. across and was then easily 
repaired. 
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Irish Association Re-Visits Londonderry 
Mr. G. Walmsley’s Second Presidency 


FTER an interval of 21 years the Irish Gas Association held its annual 


meeting once again in Londonderry on Tuesday, September 16. 


It does 


not fall to many gas engineers to occupy the chair of their professional 
body for a second term (other than in times of emergency) and it is a measure 
of the esteem in which he is held by his professional colleagues in Ireland that 
Mr. George Walmsley has achieved this distinction and has brought the Asso- 
ciation back to the city of whose gas undertaking he has been chief officer 


throughout the intervening period. 


The Association, gathered in the City 
Hotel, was accorded a civic welcome by 
Alderman G. GLOVER (Deputy Mayor) 
in the unavoidable absence of the 
Mayor. They were very pleased, he 
said, that the Association had as _ its 
President, for the second time, their 
valued friend Mr. Walmsley. Apart 
from his close association with them and 
apart from the useful purpose which 
brought them together on that occasion, 
he wanted them to know that they were 


honour in electing Mr. Walmsley again 
as President. There was not one of them 
in the room, he continued, who had not 
had his difficulties and troubles to sur- 
mount, and gatherings such as this were 
one of the best ways of meeting those 
difficulties. He knew all too well of 
the problems they had on the technical 
side in maintaining gas supplies with the 
material which ‘ passed for coal,’ but it 
was a source of satisfaction to feel that 
they were all working for the good of 


The President (centre) with a group of members after the morning session. 


very welcome visitors to their city. The 
Londonderry Gaslight Company had 
served the citizens for more than a hun- 
dred years. It had a record of steady 
expansion and unfailing service to the 
community. Today, under the wise direc- 
tion and efficient management of their 
President, the Company advanced to 
meet the changing times and provide the 
people with all the requirements of the 
modern home that gas could supply. 
It was significant, observed Alderman 
Glover, that with complete freedom of 
choice over 90% of the tenants on the 
city’s big new housing estates chose gas 
for cooking. In conclusion he wished 
their meeting every success. 


On behalf of the Londonderry Gas- 
light Company, Captain B. F. Mc- 
CORKELL (the Chairman of the Com- 
pany) also welcomed the members who, 
he said, had done the Company a great 


the community at large whatever their 
difficulties had been. 


Mr. D. D. MeEtvin (Scottish Gas 
Board) brought to the Association the 
good wishes of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers, whom he was honoured to 
represent on this occasion. He spoke of 
the work of the Institution and referred 
specially to the subject of education and 
training as the means of enabling tech- 
nically qualified personnel to equip them- 
selves for administrative and executive 
posts. 


There was, perhaps, too great a ten- 
dency towards specialisation these days. 
Experts they must have, but if their 
work was too narrowly confined the 
advantages gained might be purchased at 
too high a cost. There was a lot to be 
said for an ‘all-rounder’ as it was from 
those with breadth of vision that they 


Mr. J. L. Hyslop (Belfast) and Mr. 
D. D. Melvin (Scottish Gas Board). 


looked for leadership and _ initiative. 
Never had it been more necessary and 
desirable to have men of this type in 
charge of undertakings, accepting the 
responsibilities of office and going for- 
ward with knowledge and experience. 


Mr. Melvin also mentioned particu- 
larly the Institution Benevolent Fund 
which was feeling acutely the effect of 
the lower purchasing value of the £. An 
increase in subscriptions and donations 
and in the number of subscribers was 
necessary if compensatory increases were 
to be made to the many necessitous 
cases. He would therefore plead for 
greater support, and suggested that, 
where appropriate, subscriptions be 
covenanted whereby income tax accrued 
to the Fund. He very much appreciated 
the warm welcome to this, his first visit 
to an Irish Association meeting. 


There followed Mr. Walmsley’s presi- 
dential address and two technical papers 


Mrs. Walmsley (right) with other ladies 
of the party outside the City Hotel, 
Derry. 
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— Continuous Vertical Retorts in the 
Irish Gas Industry,’ by J. T. Brad- 
shaw, B.SC.(TECH.), ASSOC.M.INST.GAS E., 
M.INST.F., a7.d ‘The Use of Butane in 
Small Gasworks,’ by W. T. Cosby, B.Sc., 
PH.D., A.M.INST.F. These will all be pub- 
lished in the Journal in due course. 


Mr. N. J. ROBERTSON (Dublin), the ° 


immediate past-president, invested Mr. 
Walmsley with the presidential medal 
and thanked him for his address, which 
came at a very appropriate time and 
showed a keen sense of anticipation in- 
asmuch as it followed the line of the 
Ridley report, which had just been pub- 
lished, in urging the co-ordination of the 
fuel industries while still retaining a 
degree of competition between them. 
Mr. Robertson congratulated the Presi- 
dent on the records of the Londonderry 
Company which he had given in 
his address—on an increase of 90% in 
gas output since 1940, a record of which 
any undertaking would be proud. 


New Officers and Committee 


It was learnt with great regret that 
Mr. Harry Saville (Wexford), the Senior 
Vice-President, on medical advice, was 
unable to accept the presidency of the 


The golf winners: Ist, Mr. J. A. Franklin 
(right) and 2nd, Mr. W. P. Rae. 


Association for the ensuing year. Mr. 
D. Scott, of the Anderson Group of Gas 
Companies, had been invited to occupy 
the chair in his stead. It was unani- 
mously agreed to send Mr. Saville an 
expression of the members’ sympathy 
and good wishes. 


Other elections were as follows: 


Senior Vice-President: R. F. Pollock 


(Enniskillen). 
Junior Vice-President: Not yet filled. 


Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: N. J. 
Robertson (Dublin). 


New Members of Committee: 
Clegg (Parkinson & Cowan, 
Belfast); S. L. Doyle (Cork). 


Mr. N. J. ROBERTSON presented the 
annual report and statement of accounts, 
which showed a surplus for the year of 
£115 13s. 11d., ge the total balance 
in hand as at July 31, 1952, to 
£394 14s. 3d. 


After lunch at the City Hotel, mem- 
bers and their ladies were conveyed by 
bus to the Creggon Housing Estate—an 
example of an_ extensive re-housing 
scheme in which gas has been chosen for 
cooking by 92% of the tenants. Pro- 
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A group of members at the Derry gasworks. 


ceeding to the gasworks, the party toured 
the plant and were subsequently enter- 
tained at tea. 


The Annual Dinner 


The annual dinner—also held at the 
City Hotel—took place on the Tuesday 
evening at the kind invitation of the 
Chairman and Directors of the London- 
derry Gaslight Company. Mr. Walmsley 
presided and was supported by a large 
gathering of members and distinguished 
guests. 


The toast of the ‘Irish Gas Associa- 
tion’ was proposed by the Rt. Hon. 
W. V. M’CLEERY, M.P., Minister of Com- 
merce in the Northern Ireland Govern- 
ment, who said that it gave him the more 
pleasure to propose the toast inasmuch 
as it was to an organisation which was 


devoted to the public good. Gas was 
one of those things which today was 
taken for granted, and the Irish Gas 
Association was certainly not given to 
thrusting itself into the public notice. 


Too few people were aware of its 
activities let alone the services it ren- 
dered to the community. Much of the 
credit for the development of the gas 
industry was due to the work of their 
Association. The gas undertakings in 
Ireland did not tend to knit themselves 
together naturally, and the exchange of 
knowledge and information achieved 
through membership of the Association 
helped to overcome this disability. The 
good work of the Association had greatly 
contributed to his efforts to establish 
new industries in Northern Ireland. The 
textile industry in Derry was a heavy 
consumer of gas, but the Gaslight Com- 


Snapped during the outing to Rosapenna. Dr. W. T. Cosby is on the extreme left. 
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pany was always ready to meet every 
demand. There was no load shedding in 
the city. Paying tribute to their Presi- 
dent, the Minister said that not the least 
part in the progress of the Londonderry 
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he observed, was founded in 1887 and 
the. Londonderry Gaslight Company in 
1829. He hoped it would not be another 
20 years before the Association visited 
Derry again. 


On the first tee at Rosapenna. 


Gaslight Company had been played by 
Mr. Walmsley. 


Responding to the toast, Mr. WALMS- 
LEY first of all voiced his thanks to 
the Mayor and Corporation of 
Londonderry and to his Chairman and 
co-Directors for all they had done to 
contribute to the success of the meeting. 
To Mr. M’Cleery he expressed the appre- 
ciation of the northern section of the 
Association for the assistance received 
from the Ministry. They in the industry 
wanted to give the best possible service 
at the lowest cost. This was governed 
. primarily by the cost of coal at the gas- 
works and if the Ministry could help to 
reduce transport or other costs in any 
way it would not only assist the gas 
and electricity undertakings, but indus- 
try generally. 


Proposing the toast of the ‘City of 
Londonderry and the Londonderry Gas- 
light Company,’ Mr. N. J. ROBERTSON, 
A.c.A. (Dublin), said the gas industry and 
the Londonderry Gaslight Company 
were something for which the people of 
their generation should be grateful. The 
city, which was formed over 1,300 years 
ago, was a progressive one where there 
was a great deal being done for the 
people. Mr. Robertson added that there 
was a wise Government and a_ wise 
Minister in Northern Ireland who 
believed that the Londonderry Gaslight 
Company need not be interfered with 
and that it could be effectively carried 
on under private enterprise. 


The response to this toast was in the 
hands of Alderman G. GLOVER (Deputy 
Mayor), Captain B. F. McCorKeLi 
(Chairman of the Gaslight Company), 
and Colonel Sir Bast. MCFARLAND, BT. 
(Chairman of the Port and Harbour 
Commissioners). Captain McCorkell re- 
marked that since the Association was 
previously in Londonderry the gas indus- 
try had grown enormously and had im- 
proved its relationship one undertaking 
with another. The Irish Gas Association, 


Other toasts were ‘Kindred Associa- 
tions and Our Guests,’ proposed by Mr. 
S. Doy.Le, a.c.A. (Cork), and acknow- 
ledged by Mr. D. D. MELVIN (Scottish 
Gas Board); ‘The Press’ proposed by 
Mr. F. S. CrLeccG (Belfast) and acknow- 
ledged by Mr. A. H. Sitcox (Editor, 
Gas World), and ‘ The Ladies’ proposed 
by Mr. F. K. Tuomas (Limerick) and 
acknowledged by Sir DupLeEY Mc- 
CORKELL, BT. Musical items also con- 
tributed to a most enjoyable function. 
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The Hills of Donegal 


The following day was devoted to a [ 
trip into County Donegal, which will | 
long be remembered as an outstanding © 
experience—especially among those who 
had not before seen the magnificent © 
variety of scenery which this wildest | 
and least ‘ discovered’ corner of Ireland ~ 
can offer. Crossing the border at Killea, ~ 
the itinerary took the party via Milford 
and Ramelton down the western shore 
of Mulroy Bay, and so through Carrigart 
to the Rosapenna Hotel for lunch. 


In the afternoon, while the golfers 
took part in a competition over the 
Rosapenna course, arranged by Mr. 
T. D. Hamilton, the remainder of the 
party was taken by coach round the 
‘Atlantic Drive’ which many regard as 
one of the finest pieces of coastal © 
scenery in these islands. Returning to | 
the hotel for tea, Mrs. Walmsley pre- 


sented the prizes for the golf competition | 


as follows: 


Ist (The Grant Cup): 
J. A. Pranklin = .... ee! (| 


2nd (A Cup donated by W. Cole): 


W. P.-Rae ... 76 


Best Gross Score: 
M. A. Waddell... ae 


Best First Nine Holes: 
A. M. Grant ioe ses ee 


The drive back to Derry in the evening | 
covered further new ground via _ the 
famous Lackagh Bridge and Kilma- 
crenan to rejoin the outward route at 
Letterkenny, bringing to a close a meet- 
ing which will long be remembered by 
members of the I.G.A. 


Industrial Medicine 


IGHTEEN medical officers and 

others concerned in the health of 
industrial workers from 13 Western 
European countries are taking part in a 
course arranged by the British Council 
on ‘Industrial Medicine in Great 
Britain’ which opened in Manchester on 
September 19. The course is reviewing 
the National Health Service and par- 
ticularly the statutory and voluntary 
arrangements made in industry which 
affect the health of the individual as a 
member of an industrial community. 


There are lectures and visits to fac- 
tories to show what is being done in the 
way of accident prevention and health 
care in different types of industry. Two 
days were spent in West Cumberland on 
September 26 and 27, and visits were 
made to the haematite mines where the 
working methods have done much to 
eliminate pneumoconiosis. 


The last week of the course is being 
held in Birmingham where. the pro- 
gramme shows the work which is being 
done in industrial rehabilitation. The 
programme includes a visit to the Bir- 
mingham Accident Hospital to see the 
Medical Research Council’s industrial 
injuries and burns research unit. 


In Manchester the course was directed 
by Professor R. E. Lane, Head of the 
Nuffield Department of Occupational 


Health in Manchester University, and 
in West Cumberland by Dr. John Craw, 
Medical Officer to the Haematite Mining 
Industries. In Birmingham the Birming- 
ham branch of the Association of Indus- 
trial Medical Officers, the Hon. Secre- 
tary of which is Dr. F. H. Tyrer, has 
co-operated in arranging the programme. 
Dr. Tyrer is Medical Officer to the West 
Midlands Gas Board. A visit to Tipton 
gasworks will take place on October 3, 
when Dr. Tyrer will give a talk on the 
occupational risks of gasmaking. This 
will be followed by a tour of the works. 


Co-operation in Publicity 


In the Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, © 
showroom of the Scottish Gas Board | 
there has been staged an unusual dis- | 
play, the window space being given up © 
to National Service recruiting. No. 3602 


Fighter Control Unit, stationed at 7 
Bishopbriggs, near Glasgow, responsible 
for co-operation in "plane spotting, used | 
a full scale plotting table in the big 
showroom window to run demonstra- 
tions of ‘plane spotting in progress. 
Members of the Unit took duty turns 
to plot ’plane routes on the table in the 
window, a policy which gave ample pub- 
licity value to the show and to the Unit 
—and, incidentally, to the Scottish Gas 
Board. 
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‘Wales and Mon.’ Meeting at Ruthin 


Mr. H. Maycock Installed as Chairman 


HE third annual general meeting of the Wales and Monmouthshire Section 
of the Institution of Gas Engineers was held at Ruthin, Denbighshire, on 
September 17, when Mr. A. Pickard (Llanelly, Convener of the Swansea 
Group Committee) inducted his successor, Mr. H. Maycock, Engineer and 
Manager of the Ruthin and Holywell and Flint undertakings and Deputy 


Chairman of the Clwyd and Deeside Group Committee, into the chair. 


On 


succeeding to the Senior Vice-Chairmanship, Mr. K. E. Tiddy (Carmarthen) 
handed over the duties of Secretary to Mr. J. Powdrill (Pontypool), and to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. J. H. Canning, Mr. O. P. Cronshaw 
(Rhyl, Chairman and Convener of the Clwyd and Deeside Group Committee) 


was appointed Hon. Treasurer. 


A civic welcome was accorded to the 
Section by the Mayor of Ruthin, Miss 
D. E. BEECH, J.P., who referred to the 
long history of the borough and the 
natural beauty of its setting in the Clwyd 
Valley. Prior to nationalisation the cor- 
poration owned the electricity under- 
taking while the borough was supplied 
with gas by an enterprising company. 


Mr. A. PIcKARD, who presided during 
the first part of the meeting, warmly 
acknowledged the Mayor’s welcome. 


The Hon. Secretary, Mr. K. E. Tippy, 
reported the receipt of a number of 
apologies for absence, including those 
from Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd (Minister of 
Fuel and Power), Mr. G. E. Currier 
(President of the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers), Mr. J. T. Haynes and Mr. W. K. 
Tate (Vice-Presidents of the Institution), 
Mr. J. H. Dyde (Past President of the 
Institution and Deputy Chairman of the 
Eastern Gas Board which for a short 
time after nationalisation continued to 
have an interest in the Ruthin under- 
taking), Mr. R. S. Snelling (Deputy 
Chairman, Wales Gas Board), Mr. J. C. 
Clay (Member, Wales Gas Board), Mr. 
R. Kelf-Cohen, Mr. J. S. Smith, and 
Mr. G. C. Hyde (Ministry of Fuel and 
Power), Mr. D. B. Parkinson (Liaison 
Officer, Eastern Gas Board), and Dr. 
W. T. K. Braunholtz and Mr. A. G. 
Higgins (Secretary and Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Institution). 


Annual Report 


The annual report of the Management 
Committee recorded a total membership 
of 182 and referred to the loss the 
Section had sustained by the death of 
Mr. J. H. Canning, a Past President of 
the Institution of Gas Engineers and 
a Past President and for many years 
Hon. Treasurer of the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Association (and latterly 
Section). With the acquisition of the 
Presidential badge of office, which was 
worn for the first time at the Tenby 
meeting in May, the H. D. Madden 
Memorial Fund had been wound up. The 
Octavius Thomas Memorial Fund was 
reported to amount to £41 5s. 9d. 


The District Gas Education Com- 
mittee had continued to meet during 
the year and had informed the Institu- 
tion of the difficulties that were being 
experienced by gas engineering students 
in the greater part of the area in secur- 
ing facilities for training appropriate to 
the new Associate Membership exam- 
ination. 


Reference was also made in the report 
to the very successful effort which the 
Chairman had made during his year of 
office on behalf of the Institution 
Benevolent Fund. 


The report was adopted on the pro- 
position of Mr. DARRELL W. REES (Pem- 
broke), seconded by Mr. W. T. Hirp 
(Distribution Engineer). 


Subscription 


Mr. A. PICKARD, in accordance with 
notice of motion, proposed from the 
chair that as from January 1, 1953, the 
membership subscription of the Section 
should be increased to 30s. per annum. 
It would be appreciated, as had already 
been pointed out, that the rate of sub- 
scription had remained at a steady figure 
for many years and costs were now 
increasing. The Management Com- 
mittee felt that if it was to carry out its 
functions satisfactorily an increase in 
income was essential, and it was for 
that reason that notice had been given 
to members of the proposed increase. 


Mr. Percy Davies seconded, and the 
increase was approved. 


The Management Committee sub- 
mitted recommendations regarding the 
election of officers for the ensuing year 
as follows: Chairman, H. Maycock 
(Ruthin and Holywell and Flint); Senior 
Vice-Chairman, K. E. Tiddy (Car- 
marthen); Junior Vice-Chairman, J. H.-* 
Chapman (Swansea); Hon. Treasurer, 
O. P. Cronshaw (Rhyl); Hon. Secretary, 
J. Powdrill (Pontypool); Auditors, E. M. 
Edwards (Member, Wales Gas Board) 
and G. Fitton (Neath); Members of 
Management Committee, E. Jones 
(Rhondda), S. L. Filer (Tredegar), S. L. 
Wright (Gas Engineer, Wales Gas 
Board), I. Thomas (Aberystwyth), and 
R. O. Roberts (Connah’s Quay). 


Mr. PICKARD, proposing the election of 
Mr. Maycock as Chairman, said he was 
confident that Mr. Maycock would bring 
his own individual and peculiar qualities 
to the office he was about to fill. It 
was such qualities that gave spice and 
variety to the Section and he had no 
doubt that Mr. Maycock would to the 
best of his ability conduct the affairs of 
the Section in the way the members 
wished. 


Mr. J. F. Rust (Newport) seconded 
and said that members throughout Wales 
were aware of the good work Mr. May- 
cock had done in North Wales for many 


years and it was fitting that he should be 
asked to occupy the chair. 


Mr. Maycock was then invested with 
the badge of office and in taking the 
chair he said chairmen and officers 
might come and go, but the Section went 
on always. He could not let the occa- 
son pass without paying tribute to the 
leadership and fine spirit of service 
shown by his predecessor. He referred 
also to the work of the three members 
of the Management Committee who 
retired by rotation—Mr. E. M. Edwards, 
Mr. F. Boardman, and Mr. W. F. 
Edwards. The new officers and members 
of Committee took office deeply con- 
scious of their responsibilities and they 
sought the full and wholehearted co- 
operation of the entire membership. In 
the matter of attendance, he urged mem- 
bers never to think they would not be 
missed. Their presence would help to 
create atmosphere and to give inspira- 
tion to speakers. No speaker was at 
his best when talking to empty seats, 
and if they would secure speakers of the 
calibre they wanted they must provide 
an audience proportionate to their 
talents. 


Mr. PickarD thanked the members 
for their support during the past year 
and endorsed what Mr. Maycock had 
said about those who were retiring by 
rotation from the Management Com- 
mittee. He thanked the officers and 
members of the Committee for their 
hearty and efficient support. 


Mr. Maycock then presented Mr. 
Pickard with a silver salver as a mark 
of esteem for the work he had done for 
the Section as Chairman, and Mr. 
Pickard briefly replied. 


The Vice-Chairman 


The election of Mr. Tiddy as Senior 
Vice-Chairman was proposed by Mr. W. 
CLARK JACKSON and seconded by Mr. 
DarRELL REES. Mr. Clark Jackson said 
Mr. Tiddy was one of the few who pos- 
sessed the Diploma in Gas Engineering 
and had distinguished himself as Engi- 
neer and Manager of the Carmarthen 
undertaking, with which were associated 
prior to nationalisation the undertakings 
at Lampeter, Fishguard, and Cardigan. 
Latterly he had presided as Chairman 
and Convener over the Carmarthen 
Group Committee and he had served a 
valuable apprenticeship for the  chair- 
manship of the Section by discharging 
the duties of Hon. Secretary. 


Mr. Chapman’s election as Junior 
Vice-Chairman was proposed by Mr. 
Ivor THomMas (Aberystwyth), seconded 
by Mr. E. M. Edwards, and supported 
by Mr. E. Ablett, who had been asso- 
ciated with Mr. Chapman in the Swansea 
undertaking. 


All the other recommendations of the 
Management Committee were duly con- 
firmed. 


The CHAIRMAN then, on behalf of the 
Wales Gas Board, presented prizes to 
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successful engineering students. Mr. 
PICKARD, speaking for the Education 
Committee, explained that this year at 
the request of the Management Com- 
mittee, the number of presentations had 
been strictly limited because the list had 
been growing out of all reasonable pro- 
portion. The long time taken in making 
presentations to the ever increasing 
number of students who had been suc- 
cessful in gas fitting and similar exam- 
inations had tended to defeat the object 
which the Committee originally had in 
view. It had therefore been decided 
that only awards for successes in the 
premier engineering examinations should 
be made at the District Section meet- 
ings. All the other successes would be 
notified to the Board, and the Board 
would make arrangements for the 
awards. On the present occasion there 
were four North Wales recipients. Ten 
similar successes had been attained in 
South Wales and awards in those cases 
would be made at the next District Sec- 
tion meeting to be held in South Wales. 


The chief feature of the meeting was 
the presentation by Mr. E. M. Edwards 
of a paper on ‘Developments in the 
Use of Liquefied Petroleum Gases,’ 
which, together with the discussion, will 
be dealt with in a future issue of the 
Journal. 


A vote of thanks to the author was 
proposed by Mr. W. T. Hirp and 
seconded by Mr. T. MERVYN JONES 
(Chairman of the Wales Gas Board), and 
the meeting concluded with a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, proposed by 
Mr. H. BLYTHE (Colwyn Bay), seconded 
by Mr. J. F. Rust. 


Luncheon 


The official luncheon was held at the 
Castle Hotel, Ruthin, Mr. Maycock pre- 
siding. 

Mr. J. CasTLeE (General Manager, 
Wirral Group, North Western Gas 
Board), who in the absence of the Presi- 
dent and Vice-Presidents, represented 
the Institution of Gas Engineers, pro- 
posed the toast of the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Section. Nationalisation of 
the gas industry, he said, had given rise 
to two trends, one towards collective 
security and the other towards a closer 
attachment between the old district asso- 
ciations and the parent Institution of 
Gas Engineers. There was a feeling in 
some quarters that with the setting up 
of the gas boards they might be so large 
that only well-organised and powerful 
organisations would be able to negotiate 
with them, and so far as professional 
bodies such as the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Association were concerned 
he thought there was a feeling that the 
boards might look askance at their acti- 
vities, especially those on the social side 
such as were represented by the present 
gathering. 


There had, continued Mr. Castle, been 
a fusion of interests in which the free- 
dom and independence of the old local 
associations—now the district sections— 
had not in any way been impaired. Co- 
operation between the area boards and 
the district sections had been most 
marked, and the paper which they had 
heard that day was an example of that 
co-operation in Wales. 


He had a feeling that papers given 
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before the district sections, and at meet- 
ings of the parent Institution received 
very inadequate discussion. Compara- 
tively few people could attend the meet- 
ings in London, and the number who 
could. engage in discussions was very 
small indeed. Some sort of desultory 
discussion continued for a time in the 
Technical Press after the meeting had 
finished, but interest rapidly died down. 
He hoped that increasing facilities would 
be afforded for papers presented at 
Institution or district section meetings to 
be discussed by other sections. There 
would be great merit in organising meet- 
ings at convenient centres where young 
and enthusiastic men could conveniently 
attend. 


The gas industry was somewhat un- 
usual in that sense. They werenow. largely 
employed by one employer. They had 
always been employed by one type of 
employer and they had perhaps felt that 
it was to the great advantage of their 
employers that they should be encour- 
aged to join such organisations and take 
part in their deliberations. In the case 
of the other engineering institutions— 
the Civils, Mechanicals, and the Elec- 
tricals—there was no one body of em- 
ployers which had a particular interest in 
its employees attending meetings, and 
therefore the meetings of many of the 
engineering bodies were held in the 
members’ own time. He was not arguing 
against the present type of meeting, but 
he felt that there was room for an ex- 
tension of activity, particularly in the 
evenings in convenient places where 
young men could be encouraged to take 
part in vigorous discussion. 


The CHAIRMAN responded to the toast 
and expressed special regret at the 
absence of Sir William Jones, a member 
of the Wales Gas Board, who had been 
taken ill overnight and voiced the good 
wishes of the members for his speedy 
recovery. If any testimony were needed 
of the progress of the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Section it had been provided 
in the way Mr. Castle had proposed the 
toast. His remarks were inspiring and 
encouraging and they appreciated them 
as coming from a representative of the 
parent Institution. Although the old 
Association was founded in 1905 it was 
not until 39 years later that the fusion 
of the organisations in North and South 
Wales brought about a sense of revival. 
Notwithstanding the extended use of 
electricity in these days gas played an 
important part in the domestic life of the 
people and those who were engaged in 
the gas industry endeavoured to keep 
abreast of modern development. 
Although the gas and electricity boards 
were now members of one family con- 
cerned with the fuel requirements of 
the people, each industry, and each indi- 
vidual who served that industry, had 
their own peculiar contribution to make. 


Mr. F. T. Brookes, Divisional General 
Manager, Tottenham Division, Eastern 
Gas Board, and formerly Secretary of 
the British Gas Light Company, parent 
of the Ruthin undertaking for many 
years prior to nationalisation, proposed 
the toast of prosperity to the borough of 
Ruthin. Exactly 20 years ago, he said, 
the British Gas Light Company obtained 
control of the Ruthin undertaking, which 
it retained until vesting day. Through- 
out that period it was his privilege to 
pay frequent visits to the town. 
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The Mayor, Miss Roberta Eleanor 
Beech, 3.P., responded with a humorous 
speech in the course of which she 
regretted the cold atmospheric conditions 
which had prevailed in the town hall 
during the meeting earlier in the day. 
‘The Council is rather proud of its new 
gas heating installation,’ she explained, 
‘but unfortunately it was not operating 
this morning.’ 

Mr. A. PickarD, Immediate Past 
Chairman, proposed the toast of the 
visitors, among whom he mentioned Mr. 
T. Mervyn Jones, Alderman J. E. 
Emanuel, Alderman G. F. Hamer, and 
Mr. E. M. Edwards (Chairman and mem- 
bers of the Wales Gas Board), the Mayor 
and Mayoress, Mr. Castle, Mr. H. May- 
cock, Junr. (son of the Chairman and a 
gas engineer in Pennsylvania on a brief 
visit to the homeland), Mr. Evans, 
Deputy Town Clerk of Ruthin, Mr. 
Auchterlonie (representing W. C. Holmes 
& Co., Ltd.), and Mr. Fulton (repre- 
senting Harold Moore and partners). 


Mr. H. J. Rissy, Chief Engineer and 
General Manager of the Southport divi- 
sion, North Western Gas Board, briefly 
replied—first in English and finally in 
Welsh—an effort for which he received 
hearty applause. 


Works Visit 


Luncheon was followed by a_ very 
interesting visit to the new Maelor works 
of the Wrexham undertaking. On a 26 
to 27 acre site forming part of the 
Wrexham Trading Estate which was 
originally developed during the war as 
a Royal Ordnance Factory, the works 
is about four miles from the centre of 
the town, and is still in course of erec- 
tion, with the possibility that gas will be 
manufactured some time in 1953. Present 
plans are to provide for a total make of 
about 4 mill. cu.ft. per day, but the 
works will be capable of ultimate exten- 
sion up to 10 mill. cu.ft. per day. 


Carbonising plant now being erected 
comprises 25 intermittent vertical cham- 
bers in five beds of five chambers by 
W. J. Jenkins & Co., Ltd., the coal capa- 
city of each chamber being 75 cwt. With 
a view to duplication one side wall of 
the retort house will be of temporary 
type. A waste heat boiler is incor- 
porated in the plant. A large receiving 
coal hopper for the reception of road- 
borne coal is erected and the retort 
house is so sited that if required a wagon 
tipper on the sidings can supply the 
hopper with a single belt conveyor. 
Under the hopper a B.T.D. single rol! 
breaker will feed into the boot of a 
bucket elevator which in turn will feed 
a belt conveyor extending over the coal 
hoppers. These hoppers will hold 72 
hours’ supply of coal. The handling of 
coal—and also coke—into and out of 
stock will be effected by a mobile grab 
crane and lorries or dumpers. 


After quenching, the coke will be 
elevated by skip hoist to the top of the 
retort house where breeze for the 
chamber pads and coke for the producer 
will be delivered by belt conveyor to 
their respective hoppers. The remainder 
of the coke and breeze will be taken by 
belt conveyor across a bridge to the 
screen room on top of the concrete 
storage bunkers, the total capacity o! 
which is 350 tons. 


(Concluded on p. 55) 
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Mr. Mercury will give you more miles per galion! 


Some of the cars—well, vehicles—you see to-day are nearly as funny as this one. But every engine that 

runs on petrol runs better on National Benzole Mixture. In particular, it runs more economically. 

It does more miles per gallon. The day that National comes back into the pumps will be the day that 
the cost of motoring goes down. Roll on that day! 


NATIONAL BENZOLE MIXTURE 


National Benzole Company Limited, Wellington House, Buckingham Gate, London, S.W.1. 
(The distributing organisation owned and entirely controlled by the producers of British Benzole) 





Everywoman 

Good Housekeeping 
Homes & Gardens 
Housewife 

Ideal Home 
Modern Woman 
Modern Living 

My Home 
Weldon’s Ladies’ Journal 
Wife & Home 
Woman & Home 
Woman’s Journal 


Woman’s Pictorial 

Woman’s Weekly 

London Evening News 

London Evening Standard 
London Star 

Bath & Wilts Daily Chronicle 
Birmingham Gazette 
Birmingham Mail 
Birmingham Evening Dispatch 
Bradford Telegraph and Argus 
Bolton Evening News 

Bristol Evening Post 


Group Sales, Lid 
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Coventry Evening Telegraph 
Derby Evening Telegraph 
Edinburgh Evening News 
Exeter Express and Echo 
Glasgow Evening Times 
Gloucestershire Echo 

Hull Daily Mail 

Lancashire Evening Post 
Leicester Mercury 

Lincolnshire Echo 

Liverpool Evening Express 
Liverpool Echo 

‘Manchester Ev. Chron. 
Manchester Ev. News 
Middlesbrough Ev. Gaz. 


e@ Head Office and Showrooms : 
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Newcastle Evening Chronicle 
Northampton Chronicle & Echo 
Northern Daily Telegraph 
Nottingham Evening Post 
Oxford Mail 

Sheffield Star 

South Wales Echo 

Swindon Evening Advertiser 
West Lancs Evening Gazette 
Western Evening Herald 
Western Morning News 
Yorkshire Evening Post 


7 Stratford Place, London Wl. 
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31945,000 advertisements 


IN FIVE MONTHS TO SELL NEW WORLD 
840 Cookers 


From Ist August to the 3lst December 31,845,000 
advertisements will carry the selling points of the 1840 to a 
selected audience of potential purchasers from Lands’ End to 


John O’Groats. 
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DONNINGTON 
NEAR 


WELLINGTON 
SHROPS. 


CASHOLDERS 
ALL TYPES 


*Phones : 
Wellington - Shrops. 12 
and 
London - Victoria 5842 


’Grams : 
‘*Fortress,”’ 


HIGH PRESSURE GASHOLDER sort. gaan 


** Fortress,”” 


OF 
RIVETED CONSTRUCTION Sowest, London. 
WORKING PRESSURE 100 LBS. PER SQ. INCH London Office : 


70 Victoria Street, 
DISCHARGING CAPACITY: 95,000 CUBIC FEET 








Flows from 60-210,000 cu. feet per hour can be 
handled at delivery pressures up to 10 p.s.i. from 
boosters in the “ Marshall” series. 

Special sealing ensures that contaminating gases 
may be displaced without leakage. Delivery of 
oil-free gas is guaranteed. 


SIR GEORGE GODFREY & PARTNERS (INDUSTRIAL) LTD. 


Sir George Godfrey & Partners (noustriA, Limited 
HAMPTON ROAD + HANWORTH *: MIDDLESEX + ENGLAND 

Tel.: FELtham 3291 /5 (Head Office & Works). FELtham 4037/8 (Sales & Publicity), The Grange, The Air Park, Feltham, Middlesex. 
Overseas Companies: MONTREAL + JOHANNESBURG - MELBOURNE 
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Ancillary plant includes vertical water 
tube condensers by Whessoe, Ltd.; two 
Wailer-Roots exhausters driven by 
Bel'iss and Morcom engines supplied 
with steam at 150 lb. per sq. in. pressure 
and exhausting to low pressure steam 
system at 30 lb. per sq. in.; one 5 mill. 
cu.{t. per day detarrer by Whessoe, Ltd.; 
two static ammonia washers with a 
capacity of 5 mill. cu.ft. per day, by 
Whessoe, Ltd.; a static light oil washer 
of 5 mill. cu.ft. per day capacity, with 
connections for duplication if benzole 
extraction is practised; five reinforced 
concrete purifier boxes by Peter Lind & 
Co., Ltd.; and a Holmes Connersville 
station meter of 200,000 cu.ft. per hour 
capacity. 

A gasholder of 500,000 cu.ft. capacity 
is being erected by Drummonds, of 
Workington, and a 5 mill. cu.ft. per day 
Dri-Gas plant is being installed by W. C. 
Holmes & Co., Ltd. Two Humphreys 
and Glasgow water gas plants are to be 
brought to the site from the existing 
Wrexham works, each with a nominal 
capacity of 750,000 cu.ft. per day of 
500 B.Th.U. gas. 


At the close of the tour Mr. Maycock 
expressed thanks on behalf of all the 
visitors to the Wrexham undertaking and 
to the guides who had made the visit 
so informative. 


Joint Meter Reading 


TS hope was expressed at a meeting 
in London on September 15 of the 
Eastern Gas Consultative Council 
(Alderman R. Turner, of Bedford, in 
the chair) that a national price for all 
gas appliances would be established. 


Another matter discussed was the 
joint reading of gas and _ electricity 
meters. This arose out of an article in 
the magazine of the North Western Elec- 
tricity Board. The article was written 
by the Board’s chief accountant, who 
expressed disapproval of joint meter 
reading experiments, maintaining that 
this would increase costs and not reduce 
them and would cause a major disturb- 
ance necessitating a complete redistribu- 
tion of the sequence of meter reading. 
In view of the competition between the 
two industries, the Consultative Council 
agreed that it would be unreasonable to 
adopt the scheme even if it were pos- 
sible, 

Members were anxious to know 
whether a 64% decrease in the use of 
gas in the Eastern area during the June 
quarter, compared with last year, was 
mainly accounted for by domestic or 
industrial users. They were equally 
concerned to know if the gas industry 
was losing customers to electricity, in 
view of the fact that, while both fuel 
authorities have restrained - publicity 
policies, considerable advertising is done 
by traders in electrical appliances. 


It was decided to seek information 
from the Eastern Gas Board as to what 
proportions of the 64% decrease related 
to domestic and industrial users, and 
whether mild weather conditions had 
contributed to it. 


Ministry of Fuel and Power.—The 
Coke Directorate (Gas) and the North 
Western Gas Board (Coke Department) 
have now removed to: Africa House, 
56, Whitworth Street, Manchester, 1. 
(Tel.: Manchester Central 8027.) 
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CAMBRIDGE TRADES FAIR 


HE Cambridge Trades Fair, the 

largest ever held in the city, and 
attended by nearly 80,000 people, gave 
another opportunity to the Cambridge 
division, Eastern Gas Board, to show all 
the latest developments in appliance 
design, and parade the virtues of gas for 
all domestic fuel purposes. 


It was not so much the scale of the 
display—and this was ample—but prime 
importance was placed upon scope and 
presentation, with the fundamentals, ser- 
vice, efficiency, and economy uppermost. 
Under canvas a mile of avenues formed 
a huge exhibition and trading centre 
devoted to a wide range of commercial 































Hot water production, refrigeration, 
cooking, space heating, home laundering, 
and coke utilisation all figured promi- 
nently in the comprehensive pageant of 
gas. 


Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., shared 
the stand of the Eastern Gas Board. The 
Ascot section of the stand included a 
working cascade display unit featuring 
the boiling water model, RS52/1, and 
the 503/2 sink heater. Another feature 
was a balanced flue display which pro- 
voked much interest and comment and 
the FA. Neat portable gas fires were 
shown with their new dress guards made 
to conform with the new British Stan- 






During his inspection of the gas exhibit Mr. J. Hunter Rioch has a word with Joyce 
Prole, Consultant Home Service Adviser, Cambridge division, while her assistant, 
Julia Thoday, prepares for the next demonstration. 


interests and industrial activities, where 
every .description of merchandise was 
displayed. 


The gas stand occupied an island site 
in the first side avenue and was designed 
and produced by the divisional display 
centre at Newmarket. The main impres- 
sion gained by the visitor was that the 
gas industry had one principal aim, that 
of serving the consumers’ interests. The 
home service section abutted on to the 
main thoroughfare of the exhibition, and 
all the cookery demonstrations, which 
were given at frequent intervals, attracted 
much attention. The arrangement of 
the stand permitted those at the rear of 
the crowd to see what was going on, an 
overhead reflecting mirror showing the 
demonstrator’s activities. This, together 
with a microphone, enabled a much 
wider public to be reached than would 
have been possible under the usual diffi- 
cult circumstances which one associates 
with exhibitions of this nature. Other 
novel features incorporated in the gas 
stand included an interior cinema, which, 
when films were not being projected, 
formed a miniature exhibition hall with 
working models of appliances and 
similar displays each contained in a 
floodlit recess. These aroused much 
interest. 





dard. Various other appliances were 
also shown. It is estimated that the 
total attendance at this year’s Fair was 
in the region of 75,000. 


Gas Workers’ Wages 


HE following statement has been 
issued by the National Joint Indus- 
trial Council for the Gas Industry. 


‘At a meeting of the National Joint 
Industrial Council for the Gas Industry 
on September 25, it was agreed to 
increase the standard scheduled rates of 
pay for all adult male gas workers by 
2d. per hour as from 6 a.m. on Sunday, 
September 28, 1952.’ 


More than 250 Awards for 25 years 
service have now been made by Lan- 
cashire Dynamo & Crypto, Ltd., at their 
Trafford Park works. The total was 
raised recently by a presentation, made 
at the annual dance organised by the 
Company’s Social and Athletic Club, 
when watches were given to Mrs. E. 
Edge (armature shop), Mr. S. Chadwick 
(design department), Mr. S. Johnson 
(armature shop), Mr. J. Fallows 
(machine shop, and Mr. H. Walker 
(machine shop). 
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Malta and Mediterranean Gas 


F ig-we Annual General Meeting of 
the Proprietors of the Malta and 
Mediterranean Gas Co., Ltd., was 
held at the offices, 5, Great Winchester 
Street, London, E.C.2, on _ Friday, 
September 26, 1952, Mr. G. Murray 
Burton, M.A., F.C.A., Deputy Chairman 
and Managing Director, presiding in 
the absence of Mr. Arthur M. 
Paddon, M.INST.C.E., the Chairman. 


Mr. L. N. Sawyer, on behalf of the 
Secretary, read the notice convening the 
meeting and the report of the Auditor, 
Mr. William Cash, M.A., F.c.A., and the 
Deputy Chairman reported that there 
was a quorum of proprietors present. 


The DEpuTY CHAIRMAN said: Gentle- 
men, I have got in the first place to refer 
to the absence of our Chairman, Mr. 
Paddon. Unfortunately he has not been 
very well for the last few weeks, and his 
doctor has forbidden him to come to 
town, and therefore he is not present 
to-day. Mr. Paddon has been a stock- 
holder of this Company for close upon 
60 years; he has been a Director for 52 
years, and Chairman for 34 years; and 
to the best of my knowledge and belief 
he has never missed a meeting, and I 
think that must be very nearly a record. 
I am sure it will be the wish of the 
meeting that I should give him our kind 
regards and express to him the hope 
that he will be with us on the next 
occasion. 


It falls to my lot to deputise for him 
because my colleagues have done me 
the honour of electing me as Deputy 
Chairman. I notice in the Press these 
days that when Chairmen are absent 
from their meetings, as they are some- 
times, their speeches have been circulated 
to the stockholders and the Deputv 
Chairman therefore reads the speech 
with much gratitude, and then sits down. 
Mr. Paddon has never written a speech 
in his life and therefore, unfortunately, 
I cannot do that. I have been with him 
recently and I asked him to let me know 
roughly the lines he would have pro- 
posed to take at the meeting if he had 
been here to-day. I am now in the 
very difficult position of trying to put 
across to you what I think he would 
have said, but I shall have to do it in 
my own words and in my own way. 


If you refer to the third paragraph 
of the Directors’ report you will see a 
reference to the reason why we paid 
a second interim dividend instead of a 
final. We did not want to delay the 
payment to stockholders too long. On 
the other hand we did not want to have 
the meeting about the usual time in the 
middle of the summer, because we had 
hoped to come to the stockholders with 
some concrete proposals with regard to 
the future of the Company. 


Unfortunately, Government inaction 
made this impossible. If you refer to 
the second paragraph of the Directors’ 


Annual General Meeting 


report you will see that we have been 
trying to get something out of the 
Government and it is really the same 
story again—Government inaction. I 
should mention that when we sent out 
the dividends to the stockholders in 
August last we again notified you of the 
Government inaction—a complete lack 
of any idea of meeting the Company in 
any shape or form—and it has therefore 
become necessary for the Directors to 
ask the stockholders to meet them in 
extraordinary general meeting so that 
they may, if they think fit, pass a resolu- 
tion giving the Directors power to come 
to some arrangement with the Govern- 
ment. I shall refer to that point later. 


I now want to refer to the accounts, 
but before doing so I feel we ought to 
give you, and especially those stock- 
holders who are not here—and some of 
them have not been members of the 
Company for very long—a short factual 
survey of the position which leads up 
to the present balance sheet. I will not 
keep you long, but I think it is impor- 
tant that you should have this survey. 
Up to the close of the first world war 
the Company had something of a 
struggle. Rocketing prices in the first 
world war seriously affected the Com- 
pany’s finances and in 1918-19 the Com- 
pany’s £10,000 of investments was 
pledged to the bank. 


The second period to which I want to 
refer is roughly the decade up to 1930, 
a period of building up; a buoyant 
revenue and a period in which the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer only claimed 4s. 
to 5s. in the pound of the Company’s 
profits. In that period we brought the 
dividend up to 10% free of tax and 
the investments came to £100,000. During 
the decade to 1940 we had a struggle 
to hold our position, but we did it and 
we maintained our 10% on the ordinary 
capital. And then we came to the cheap 
money era. During that period we had 
surplus funds only getting from 3 to 
34%, and therefore our capital structure 
was a costly one. That was the time 
the Directors made the first capital re- 
payment. 


Then we had. world war No. 2 and 
with it we had temporary disaster. We 
had to shut up altogether. Our assets, 
particularly those on the district, were 
pretty badly damaged, but we did 
manage to retain most of our surplus 
funds. The Directors felt that there was 
an opportunity to return to the stock- 
holders some of the capital that was 
not usefully employed, and capital re- 
payment No. 2 was the result. Then 
we had the period from 1945.to 1950- 
51, roughly five years, in which we had 
what I would call our second period of 
building up. We started with a very 
small sale of only 18 mill. cu.ft. in 
the first year, from which it was impos- 
sible to make a profit, and we have since 
then brought it up to nearly 90 mill. 
cu.ft. per annum, which is as good as 
anything we have achieved since the 
late °30’s. 
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It is almost impossible to build any- 
thing up to-day by ordinary measures 
because we have at least 10s. in the 
pound taken away from us; it is actually 
more than that because our income tax 
profits are not the same as our account- 
ing profits. We suffer in that regard, 
and it has only been by extraordinary 
measures that we have been able to 
build up our funds to a greater degree 
than existed when the war started. 


I would like to tell you briefly what 
those measures were. There was our 
pre-war return of capital when we re- 
turned two-fifths of our stock to all our 
stockholders. We paid £135 to the pref: 
erence shareholders for every £100 
nominal returned, and to the ordinary 
stockholders we paid £160 for every 
£100, market values being somewhat less 
at that time. The stockholders received 
£103,000 out of a total of £123,000, in- 
cluding a bonus which had to come out 
of a capital profit of £24,000. That 
money was paid back to the stockholders 
long before any possibility of the end- 
ing of the Company was in sight, and as 
a result dividends have been payable on 
a greatly reduced capital. 


Turning to the question of war 
damage, we spent £22,000 on making 
good our war damage. That money was 
largely spent before there was any war 
damage scheme as such, and the Direc- 
tors therefore decided to charge much 
of this to revenue. When eventually we 
had a satisfactory settlement we were 
able to add £10,000 to our reserves. 
This was not in any sense a profit, but 
having written off that amount to 
revenue we felt it right to put it to 
reserve. 


Another thing which has turned out to 
the advantage of the Company is that 
we curtailed our future capital liabilities 
by commuting pensions in respect of re- 
tired employees, and consequently the 
Company is so much better off to-day. 
We recovered a few years ago £9,000 
for income tax, which was added to our 
reserves and we have in most years de- 
voted dividend from our investments to 
increasing the investments. 


It is only right that attention should 
be called to the fact that owing to the 
troubles which we had to face during 
the war the Directors voluntarily reduced 
their fees. They only took £25 per an- 
num in toto from June, 1942, for some 
little time, and they only received fees 
in full again in April, 1950. Some £8,800 
odd was thus saved, but we were not 
able to add the whole of that to our 
funds because the tax gatherer takes half 
of it. With these extraordinary items 
added to our reserves it will be seen 
that we have achieved what the Directors 
have for many years been hoping to 
achieve, namely, a 100% amortisation. 


Now, gentlemen, if you will turn to 
the accounts you will see on the right 
hand side of the balance sheet what that 
means in actual results. The balance 
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sheet mirrors what I have just explained 
to you and I want in passing to say, as 
it is just possible that this may be the 
last Annual General Meeting, that the 
Directors are rather proud of being able 
to render such an account of their 
stewardship. On the bottom right hand 
side of the balance sheet you will see 
an item of £75,000 for current assets, 
which are the most part coal and work- 
ing stocks used in the Company’s busi- 
ness. In the bottom left hand corner 
there is a total of £26,000 for current 
liabilities and provisions. That total in- 
cludes £12,400 for provision against 
stock values. As our stocks are valued 
at £28,000 against £31,000 last year I 
do not think there is much risk of our 
requiring to use much of that £12,400. 
If you set off the £26,000 against the 
£75,000 you get a figure of £49,000; and 
| think it would be perfectly safe to add 
a bit for the provisions on the other 
side included in liabilities which will not 
be required. If you take that at £6,000 
you get a final figure of £55,000. 


That is not the whole story. Our 
investments, shown in the balance sheet 
at £13,512, were valued in March at 
£31,000, and we have also got a build- 
ing society deposit of £12,000 odd. If 


} you add up these figures you will get a 


figure of approximately £98,000. On 
the other side of the balance sheet you 
will see that the issued capital is only 
£44,000, so that we could repay our 
stockholders at any time should it be 
thought desirable to go into liquidation 
and still have a considerable balance of 
liquid resources to go into their pockets. 
One could not say what the figure would 
be, and it would be foolish for anyone 
to try to do so. Some provision would 
have to be made for employees and one 
thing and another, and therefore I do 
not propose to attempt to evaluate the 
final position. 


The Directors feel that they have 
earned the confidence of the proprietors, 
and since it is quite obvious that many 
problems are still to be settled we have 
felt it desirable, after taking legal advice, 
to come to you today and ask you to 
give us that confidence in a concrete 
form a little later. I now propose to 
tefer to the extraordinary general meet- 
ing, 

Our uncertain position today is due to 
Government inaction; it is no less than 
procrastination. We have been trying 
to get a settlement actually since the 
early years of the war, but for one 
reason or another they have put it off. 
Now that we have a minority Govern- 
ment in Malta we do not know whether 
they will do anything. What will hap- 
pen between now and the end of 
November we cannot say. 


Locked-Up Capital 


Before I move the resolution it would 
be wrong to leave the accounts without 
making reference to the top right hand 
corner of the balance sheet, where you 
will see an indication that we have a 
large amount of capital locked up in 
what can best be described as imponder- 
ables. Those items might mean some- 
thing concrete, or they might not, but 
that summarises the position today. The 
Directors feel that they have to go 
Slowly. We do not want to prejudice 
the possibility of getting a reasonable 
amount for our fixed assets, and there- 
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fore we are going to ask you in a few 
minutes to pass a resolution empowering 
the Directors to go ahead. 


Long-Term Assets 


I think that is all there is to be said 
except to say that the Directors do feel 
that it would be unwise on the part of 
stockholders to part with their stock 
until the position has been fully 
explored. Before I move the resolution 
I should like to know if any stockholder 
Ve anything to say or any questions to 
ask. 


Mr. C. H. Docson: In the list of 
fixed and long term assets are we to 
understand that the £68,000 worth of 
works, plant, &c., and the £56,000 mains, 
&c., will in any case revert to the 
Government? 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: The £68,000 
may be taken as reverting to the Govern- 
ment, but we have been advised that 
the mains do not revert to the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. Dopcson: Do they take them up 
then? 


The DEpuTY CHAIRMAN: They do not 
take up anything; one can assume they 
would leave them. 


Mr. DopGcson: What is the position 
with regard to the £25,000 worth of 
meters, cookers, &c.? 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: They are the 
property of the Company, but they may 
have to be realised. 


Mr. Dopcson: Can you tell us the 
number of employees at present? 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: Yes, there are 
roughly 100 in Malta, and two in 
London. 


Mr. DopGson: To what extent have 
negotiations taken place with the Maltese 
Government? 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: We _ have 
been approaching them ever since 1939. 
They have answered our communica- 
tions, but every Government has said 
‘We cannot say anything and we can- 
not commit any future Government.’ At 
last they have got as far as saying they 
are thinking about it. Concrete sugges- 
tions have been put forward by the 
Company. You have to remember that 
the Mediterranean summer is a little like 
the silly season in London, only about 
a hundred times worse, and they do not 
do anything during such time if they can 
avoid it. 


Mr. R. H. BLAKESLEY: Are our securi- 
ties gilt-edged or not? 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: They are all 
Government dated stocks. 


Mr. Dopcson: Is anything being done 
in the way of provision for the staff in 
the event of the Company being fiqui- 
dated? 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: Yes, some 
ideas have been formulated but the posi- 
tion at present is rather complicated. So 
far as stockholders are concerned the 
outlook is good and we shall not be 
ashamed to come to you to suggest cer- 
tain lines of actign when we have had 
the advice of counsel. 


The Directors’ report and accounts 
were then formally approved and 
adopted; Mr. Frank Harding Jones, 
M.INST.C.E., WaS unanimously re-elected a 
Director of the Company; and a vote of 
thanks to the staff and employees was 
also passed unanimously. 


Mr. Dopcson: I am sure it would be 
the wish of all the stockholders, both 
those who are here and those who can- 
not be here, that we should express our 
thanks to the Chairman and members 
of the Board. The financial position of 
the Company speaks for itself and it 
would be everyone’s wish to express 
thanks to the Board and to the Deputy 
Chairman for having presided here 
today. I would like to couple with this 
a proposition that we send a special 
message to Mr. Paddon. 


Mr. BLAKESLEY: I wish to second the 


vote of thanks. 


The 
mously. 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: Thank you 
very much. We are only too pleased to 
be of whatever service we can. 


This the 
Meeting. 


resolution was carried unani- 


closed Annual General 


Extraordinary General Meeting 


The meeting was followed by an 
Extraordinary General Meeting, notice 
of which was read by Mr. L. N. Sawyer. 
The Deputy Chairman declared that 
there was a quorum present. 


The Deputy CHAIRMAN: I do not pro- 
pose to address you because I have 
already covered the ground at the pre- 
vious meeting. I shall therefore ask you 
immediately to vote on the resolution, 
namely : 


Resolved that without prejudice to the 
Directors’ powers under the Articles of 
Association : 


(a) the Directors be and are hereby 
authorised to negotiate with the Malta 
Government and to. conclude arrange- 
ments for the continuation of the 
administration of the Gas Undertaking 
in Malta on such terms as the Directors 
may consider satisfactory; 


(b) the Directors, if they are unable 
to conclude arrangements as aforesaid, 
be and are hereby empowered to carry 
on the Gas Undertaking temporarily 
beyond November 30, 1952. as Agents 
for and for the account of the Malta 
Government provided that the terms for 
so doing in the opinion of the Directors 
are satisfactory; 


(c) the Directors, if in their iudgment 
adequate safeguards to ensure the effec- 
tiveness of either of the above alterna- 
tives cannot be arranged, shall convene 
an Extraordinary General Meeting at a 
later date to consider placing the Com- 
pany into voluntary liquidation. 


Mr. Dopcson: Before the resolution 
is put to the meeting we should like a 
little enlightenment. What will happen 
to the undertaking on December 1 if on 
November 30 no _ arrangements have 
been made with the Maltese Govern- 
ment? 


The DepuTY CHAIRMAN: We shall do 
what we can to make some temporary 
arrangement if nothing occurs. We 
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a JOINTING MATERIAL 


Ever since 1913 ‘‘ PERMAC,”’ the original 
Metal-to-Metal Jointing, has been holding 
up difficult joints in Gas Works and on 
Coke Oven Plants all over the world. 
Equally suitable for any joint—steam, 
water, gas, oil, benzol, ammonia, etc.— 
screw pipe or flange. 


THOMAS & BISHOP LID. 
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shall carry on gas-making as far as we 
can. This concession is little more than 
a building lease of the works and at 
the end of the lease it reverts to the 
Government. Everything outside the 
works remains our property. There is 
no reason why we should not go on sell- 
ing gas. 


Sir Epwin HERBERT, the Company’s 
Legal Adviser, here explained that in the 
absence of any arrangement the position 
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after November 30 would be that the 
Malta Government would have a gas. 
works but no distribution system, and 
the Gas Company would have a distribu- 
tion system but no gasworks, and it was 
inconceivable that the Government 
would allow such a situation to arise. 


The resolution was seconded by Com- 
mander Hyde C. Burton and carried 
unanimously, and the meeting then con- 
cluded. 


Company News 


WILLIAM SUGG & CO. 


The Directors of William Sugg & Co., 
Ltd., announce a dividend of 10% and 
bonus 15% (both same). Net profit for 
year ended June 30, £21,974 (£18,163) 
after depreciation of £6,874 (£6,233) and 
taxation of £31,606 (£22,662). To 
general reserve £15,000 (nil), forward 
£31,084 (£38,539). 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 


The 91st annual report of the Direc- 
tors of the South Australian Gas Com- 
pany for the year ended June 30, 1952, 
shows a balance in profit and _ loss 
account brought forward of £44,609. To 
this is added the net profit for the year 
(after transferring 16,691 to the special 
purposes fund), amounting to £94,141, 
making available £138,750. This has 
been applied in the following manner: 
Dividend for the half-year ended Decem- 
ber 31, 1951, at the rate of 5% per 
annum, £43,125; dividend for the half- 
year ended June 30, 1952, at the rate 
of 5% per annum, £46,875; leaving a 
balance carried forward in profit and 
loss account of £48,750. 


CELLACTITE AND} BRITISH 
URALITE 


The twenty-fourth ordinary general 
meeting of Cellactite and British Uralite, 
Ltd., was held on September 23 at 
Gravesend, Mr. George V. Parker (the 
Chairman) presiding. The following is 
an extract from his statement: The ac- 
counts disclose a trading profit of 
£61,139, a record in the history of the 
company, both measured by production 
and by sales in spite of the considerable 
increases in manufacturing and distribu- 
tion costs and the inflationary movement 
of prices in general. The most dis- 
heartening item in the accounts is the 
deadweight of £37,418 taxation, which 
in simple words means that during the 
last year the company has been work- 
ing over three days out of every five 
for the Government. On the sales side 
there is a falling off in demand, which 
has been the experience of other manu- 
facturers of asbestos cement products. 


COLONIAL GAS ASSOCIATION 


Advice received by cable from the 
Head Office in Melbourne, respecting 
the operations of the Colonial Gas Asso- 
ciation, Ltd., during the year ended 
June 30, 1952, indicates that the net 
profit, after providing £177,000 for taxa- 
tion, is £139,130. Adding to this £16,609 
brought forward from_ the last 
accounts and deducting the interim divi- 
dends paid in April last and the final 
dividends recommended, leaves a balance 
at credit of the appropriation account 
of £40,245. The net profit is a return 


of 6.5% on the shareholders’ funds. The 
Directors recommend the following divi- 
dends: At the rate of 8% per annum 
(Australian currency) on the preference 
shares (less interim dividend of 4% paid 
in April, 1952); at the rate of 7% per 
annum (Australian currency) on the 
ordinary shares (less interim dividend of 
34% paid in April, 1952); and _ that 
£34,063 be transferred to general reserve, 
leaving £6,182 to be carried forward to 
the next accounts. 


Gas sales increased by 11.8% during 
the year, and the sales of subsidiary gas 
companies by 4%. Throughout _ the 
whole period, the coal received has been 
of inferior quality, and its price and 
sea freights have increased further. 
necessitating increases in the price of 
gas. £124.200 in 44% debentures (of 
the Trust Deed Series) matured on May 
1, 1952, and were replaced with a like 
number of new debentures maturing 
May 1, 1962, and carrying 43°, 
interest. Action by the Gas and Fuel 
Corporation to acquire the Victorian 
business of the Association appears to 
have become remote on account of the 
present financial stringency. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC 


The 52nd annual general meeting of 
the General Electric Co., Ltd., was held 
on September 25. Sir Harry Railing 
(Chairman and Joint Managing Director) 
presiding. The Chairman indicated that 
after allowing £1,093,000 for deprecia- 
tion—£54,000 more than last year—and 
other provisions there was a profit of 
£6,604,000 before taxation. Taxation 
absorbed £4,455,000 including £200,000 
for excess profits levy in respect of the 
three months to March 31, 1952. During 
the last five years taxation had with- 
drawn £16 mill. from the company while 
the net dividends paid amounted to 
£3,250,000. The outstanding feature in 
the balance sheet for the last few years 
had been the continued expansion of 
turnover, which had increased this year 
by a further £7 mill. The correspond- 
ing rise in wages and salaries amounted 
to £2,900,000. The result was an in- 
crease of £950,000 in gross profit and of 
£113,000 in net profit—less than 2% on 
the increased turnover. A dividend of 
15% making, with the interim dividend. 
224% for the year (same) was approved. 


Primitiva Address.—The address of 
the London headquarters of Primitiva 
Holdings, Ltd., the Primitiva Gas Com- 
pany of Buenos Aires, the Province of 
Buenos Aires Gas Supply Company, 
and the Buenos Aires Industrial Supply 
Co., Ltd., is now City Wall House, 129, 
Finsbury Pavement, E.C. 2. (Telephone: 
Monarch 0074). 
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The Dome of St. Sofia, 
Istanbul. 
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Dominating 
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ancient capital. 


In the domed head of the, Saunders Diaphragm 
Operated Diaphragm Valve a large pressure plate is, 
according to type, used either for opening or closing 
the valve. Both Pressure Closing (as illustrated) an 
Pressure Opening types are available and are admir- 
ably suitable for remote control. The Pressure 
Opening type has return spring action to ensure auto- 

matic closure in the event of reduction 

or failure of line pressure. 
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Pressure closing Bodies are of 


models (as shown) standard pattern 


available in sizes and can be sup- 


upto 8in, Pres- plied in various 


sure Opening metals and alloys 
models in sizes or can be lined 
lin., 1} in., 2in., 


3 in. and 4 in. 


rubber, glass or 
lead. 


only. 


SAUNDERS VALVE COMPANY LIMITED 
Diaphragm Valve Division 
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Sixes and Sevens 


or Shipshape 


— thanks to 


/| STORAGE WALLS 


STELCON 


Gone the untidy sprawling heaps, 
the mixing-in, the carpet losses, 
the inefficiency, and hard-to-check 
stocks, and in their place, good 
order and discipline. 
Stelcon Storage Walls, sturdy con- 
crete units, available in four different 
heights up to 12 feet, are easily 
erected and moved and are virtually 
indestructible. 
Please write for 1952 illustrated 
Technical booklet A.6. 


(INDUSTRIAL FLOORS), LTD., Clifford’s Inn, 


London, 


E.C.4 
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EWART CHAINBELT GCO., LTD. 


DERBY, ENGLAND 
Driving and Conveyor Chains of the best 
quality ; made of Ley’s Celebrated 
Blackheart Malleable Iron. 


ALSO COMPLETE CONVEYORS AND ELEVATORS 
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GAS METER CRANKS 
Telephone: DUNSTABLE 90 
The Clifford Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Dunstable, Beds. 
Specialists for over 30 years 
Annual production over 700,000 cranks 


UNDERPRESSURE ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 


CENTRAL ACTION | ACTION 





UNDERPRESSURE 
CONNECTIONS 


ALL TYPES OF DISTRIBUTION MATERIAL IN STOCK 


DRILL STANDS 





SPLIT COLLARS 


SOCKET OLIPS "Phone: MANSFIE 1256. 
SETLIST EID DAE CASTINGS MANSFIELD. 


Service Enquirles : 


STAFFORD HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2. 


SERVICE CLEANSERS 


: TEMPLE BAR TOOLS, ETO. 


Sea WASHER, ESTRAND, LONDON ‘== 





A.L.CURTIS & C9 


WESTMOOR WORKS. CHATTERIS. CAMBS. 


GRAPHITE PRODUCTS LTD. 
LONDON, S.W.1I1. 
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GAUNTLET 


WEATHER TESTED PAINTS 


ARCH? H.HAMILTON &CO.LTD 
2737 BARDOWIE STREET POSSILPARK GLASGOW.N 





COKE SACKS! 


HEMP AND JUTE, KEENEST PRICES 


H. R. WEBSTER, LTD., 
SALMON LANE WHARF, 
LIMEHOUSE, LONDON, E.14. 
ESTABLISHED OVER 150 YEARS. 


Telephone : STEpney Green, 4458/9. 





THOMAS BUGDEN & CO. 


India-' ae and ANUFAC Manufacturers and General Contractors. 
LARG ys FACTUR RERS OF GAS MAIN BAGS. 
Telegrams on LONDON.” Telephone—6147 


eee to H.M. Government 
PATENTEES OF THE 


DENMAR BAG 


Impervious to Main Liquor and 
Climatic Influences. 





ee and Expanding 
MAIN STOPPERS. 


9 All types of 
INDIA-RUSEER BOOTS. 


DRAM RODS AND 
HOSE AND. TUBING Stokers’ Mitts and Gloves 


FOR ALL PURPOSES. of every description. 
Contractors’ & Miners 





Woollen Jackets, ‘ 
Teettin Tee be 244, Coswell Road, LONDON, E.C.1. 
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J. BROWN & CO. LTD. 
SAVILE TOWN, DEWSBURY, YORKS. 


Supply :— 
“ BROWNOX-de-LUXE” PURIFYING MATERIAL 
Purchase:— 


CASES FOR BINDING 


Quarterly Volumes of the “Gas Journal.” 


5/- each, post free 


SPENT OXIDE Walter King, Ltd., 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 





PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE 
The ‘‘ Gas Journal ’’ is published every Wednesday, price 1/3d.; by post I /5d. 


Subscription Rates : Home and Empire :- 52/= per annum ; Foreign :- 60/- per annum. (Both payable in advance.) 
**Gas Journal ’’ Calendar & Directory is presented each year to continuous subscribers. 


Classified Advertisements : All small classified advertisements are charged at 1/9 per line (approx. 7 words) - minimum charge 10/6. 
A Box Number address occupies 2 lines, and a further 6d. is charged towards cost of postage on replies. Copy 
must be received by first post on Monday to ensure insertion in that week’s Journal. 


Displayed Advertisements : Rates obtainable on application to the Business Manager. Change of copy for displayed spaces must be 
eg id oye prior to publication if proofs are required. Type area of inside pages 10” deep x 7” wide; 
block screen ki 


A copy of the 





BUSINESS MANAGER: S. T. CULLEN 
MIDLANDS OFFICE: 10, Union Street, Birmingham. 


NORTHERN MANAGER: W. Q. Foster, 33, St. Helens Road, Harrogate. *Phone : Harrogate 84291. 





WALTER KING, LTD., II, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
Telephone : CENtral 2236-7. Telegrams : Gasking, Fleet, London. 








PATENTS 
INGS PATENT AGENCY, LTD. 


(Director, B. T. King, A.I.M.E., Patent Agent). 
Advice, Handbook, and Consultations free. 146a, Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. ‘Phone: City 6161. 





“KLEENOFF” * 


THE COOKER CLEANER 


““KLEENOFF” 


FIBRE BRUSHES 
RUBBER MOPS 


KETTLE DESCALER 
(NEW ‘*KLEENOFF’’? PRODUCT) 


* For resale to the public, and in bulk for Works use 


DUTCH AND DANISH BOG ORE 
SPECIALLY ACTIVATED OXIDE OF 
IRON 


Oxide supplied on loan or sale outright. 


Highest prices paid for Spent Oxide. SPECIALISED LUBRICATION 


Send your enquiries to 


GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED 


ESTABLISHED 1873 


PALMERSTON HOUSE, OLD BROAD STREET, 
LONDON, E.C.2. 


Telegrams : 


Telephone. 
“Purification, Stock, London.”’ 


London Wall 5077 


BALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


7, CROMPTON WAY, CRAWLEY, SUSSEX. 


BUFFALO INJECTORS 


FIRE! 


Microtime Oils and Greases for Clocks, 


woul uae, 
Please send 
for particulars 


GREEN & BOULDING, Ltd. 


162a Dalston Lane, London, E.8 


Meters, Fine Instruments and all Delicate 

Mechanisms. Fhese oils possess extraordinary 

stability under extreme temperature condi- 

tions, do not spread, and give perfect lubri- 
cation over very long periods 


also 
Microloid Dry Lubricant—a quick-drying 
suspension of colloidal graphite in a non- 
inflammable carrier. 


Descriptive literature on request from 


BRITISH INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 


SELWYN HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.1 TERminus 6526 


WHICH COLOUR 


NU-SWIFT? 


Red, blue or black ? Distinctive colours 
for different fire risks prevent costly 
errors. Are your extinguishers the right 
colours ? Write, or phone Elland 2852, 
for free advice. 
NU-SWIFT LTD. + ELLAND + YORKS 


In Every Ship of the Royal Navy 
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PLANT FOR SALE & WANTED 





WALES GAS BOARD 
LLANDUDNO UNDERTAKING 


FOR SALE: 1-2a Multitubular Boiler manu- 
factured by Cochran & Co. (Annan), Ltd., 
evaporation 2,200 Ibs. per hour, working pressure 
100 Ibs. p.s.i., complete with mountings and stack. E 

The boiler has been used solely in a standby capacity 
and its use has been confined to approximately five 
weeks per year. 

Latest insurance inspector’s report can be seen; no 
repairs were required. It may be inspected by arrange- 
ment at the Gas Works, Maesdu Road, Llandudno. 


Gas Offices, 
Market Street, 
Llandudno. 


CITY OF LEEDS 
STREET LIGHTING DEPARTMENT 


QFEERS are invited for the disposal of 101 
STEEL GAS LIGHTING STANDARDS giving 
a mounting height of 11 ft. approx. (3 in. spigot). 
‘The standards can be inspected at the Street Lighting 
Depot, Springwell Street, Leeds, 12, during normal 
working hours. ee 
Offers should be received by the Town Clerk, Civic 
Hall, Leeds, 1, not later than first post Friday October 10, 
1952, and the envelope endorsed ‘ STEEL COLUMNS.’ 


L. A. Doxey, 
Engineer. 
Street Lighting Department, 
Leeds, 12 


00:00 cu. ft. GASHOLDER erected in 1936 and 
in excellent condition for disposal. Further partic- 
ulars from Workington Iron & Steel Company, Moss 
Bay, Workington, Cumberland. 


WANTED t—-REGULAR SCRAP GAS METERS 
AND PARTS. Best prices paid. Offers to :— 
Mitcham Smelters Ltd., Red House Road, Croydon, 

Tel.: THOrnton Heath 6101 (Private Branch 





APPOINTMENTS VACANT 





The engagement of persons answering these adverttse- 
ments must be made through a Local Office of the Ministry 
of Labour or a Scheduled Employment Agency if the 
aoplicant is a man aged 18-64 inclusive or a woman aged 
18-59 inclusive unless he or she, or the employment, is 
ry ng = the provisions of the Notification of Vacancies 

2. 


UNIOR ENGINEER required for progressive 
J firm of Civil Engineering Contractors specialis 
in Gas and Water Mainlaying Southern England. 


Head Office: South-West Outskirts London. Perm- 
anent position. Write stating age, experience and salary 
required, to No. 125, Gas fournal, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 


SOUTH WESTERN GAS BOARD 
BRISTOL SUB-DIVISION 


APPOINTMENT OF 
ASSISTANT PRODUCTION ENGINEER 


APPLICATIONS are invited from qualified 
persons for the above position. 

Applicants should hold the diploma of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers, or Higher Grade Certificate in Gas 
Engineering (Manufacture), or a recognised Engineering 
or Chemical Engineering degree. 

The duties are to assist the Sub-Divisional Production 
Engineer generally, and in particular to carry out 
designing, planning and supervisory work in connection 
with the installation of a new 10,000,000 cubic ft. per 
day Works at Stapleton Road, Bristol. 

The salary paid will be within Grade XII of the 
National Salaries Agreement for Gas Staffs—£720-£845 
per annum. 

The successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination and to subscribe to such super- 
annuation scheme as the Board may adopt. 

A suitable flat is available in an excellent residential 
district. 

Applications, together with the names of at least 
two referees, should be delivered to the undersigned not 
later than Monday, October 20. 


C. R. INGHAM, 
Manager. 
Bristol Sub-Division, 
outh Western Gas Board, 
iant House, 
Bristol, 1. 


WEST MIDLANDS GAS BOARD 
BIRMINGHAM & DISTRICT DIVISION 


SUPERINTENDENT OF BRANCH SHOWROOM 
AND DEPOT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position 
of a BRANCH SUPERINTENDENT in the 
Birmingham District. 

Considerable experience of Showroom ent, 
office procedure, Stores control, publicity and window 
display, will be required, and applicants must also be 
able to supervise non-manual and manual employees. 

The salary will be within Grade XI (£670-£795 per 
annum) of the salary scales of the National Joint Council 
for Gas Staffs. 

The post is superannuable and the successful candi- 
date may be required to pass a medical examination. 

Applications giving age, Eyres details, particulars 
of training, experience and technical or professional 
qualifications, should be addressed to Mr. J. E. Wakeford, 
Divisional General Manager, West Midlands Gas Board 
B & District Division, Gas Offices, Edmund 
Street, Birmingham 3, to reach him within fifteen 
days after the appearance of this advertisement. 


F. H. Cureton, 
Secretary to the Board. 


WEST MIDLANDS GAS BOARD 
WOLVERHAMPTON & DISTRICT DIVISION 
BILSTON DISTRICT 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT (MANUFACTURE) 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
position from candidates possessing sound experience 
in the control of Vertical Retorts (both Glover-West and 
Woodall-Duckham), Automatic Carburetted Water Gas 
Plant, and routine chemical testing. The possession of 
the Institution of Gas Engineers’ Higher Grade Certi- 
ficate in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) will be an 
advantage. 

The salary for the post will be in accordance with 
Grade VI of the National Salary Scales (£475-£555 per 
annum). 

The post is superannuable and the successful candi- 
date may be required to pass a medical examination. 

Applications stating age, training, qualifications and 
experience, present and previous appointments and 
giving the names of two referees, should be sent to 
Mr. F. C. Briggs, Divisional General er, West 
Midlands Gas Board, Wolverhampton and District 
Division, Kensington House, Bath Street, Dudley, 
Worcs., to reach him within fifteen days of the appearance 
of this advertisement. 

F. H. Cureton, 


Secretary to the Board. 


NORTH WESTERN GAS BOARD 
BOLTON,{GROUP 
DISTRICT DISTRIBUTING ENGINEER— 
LEIGH/ATHERTON/TYLDESLEY DISTRICT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
position at a salary within Grade A.P.T. X (£645- 
£745 per annum). : 

The successful applicant will be responsible for 
main and service laying in the area, and the supervision 
of mainlaying carried out by Contractors, together with 
the preparation of new schemes. Experience of high 
pressure gas distribution will be an advantage. He may 
be required to pass a medical examination and to 
subscribe to such superannuation scheme as the 
Board may adopt. 

Detailed applications, giving the names of two 
referees, should reach the General Manager, North 
Western Gas Board (Bolton Group), Hotel Street, 
Bolton, within twelve. days. 


NORTH WESTERN GAS BOARD 
OLDHAM-ROCHDALE GROUP 
DISTRICT DISTRIBUTING ENGINEER— 
ROCMDALS Ee ee 


APPLICATIONS afe invited for the above 
position at a salary within Grade A.P.T. XI (£670- 
£795 per annum). : 

Applicants should possess the Diploma or Higher 
Grade Certificate (Gas Engineering—Supply), of the 
Institution of Gas E: Ts or an equivalent qualifi- 
cation. They should have had practical experience of 
main and service laying, including the control of staffs 
and the su ision of such work when carried out 
either by direct labour or by a contractor. 

The successful applicant may be required to pass a 
medical examination and to subscribe to such super- 
annuation scheme as the Board may adopt. 

Detailed applications, giving the names of two referees, 
should reach the General » North Western Gas 
Board (Oldham-Rochdale Group), Gas Offices, 


WANTED for Sales Office, South London 
* TECHNICALLY TRAINED MAN acquzinte 
with anti-corrosives, for correspondence and call, 
Preferably experienced publicity. Apply in confideng 
to No. 126, Gas Journal, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Stree, 
London, E.C.4. ; 


SCOTTISH GAS BOARD 
DUNDEE GROUP—DUNDEE DISTRICT 
GENERAL WORKS FOREMAN 


PPLICATIONS are invited from_ suitably 

ualified persons for the position of GENERAL 

WORKS FOREMAN with the Dundee Undertaking 
of the Scottish Gas Board. 

The appointment is governed by the Terms ani 
Conditions agreed by the National Joint Standing 
Committee of the National Joint Industrial Counc 
and the National Joint Council for Gas Staffs. 

The salary will be Grade X, Provincial ‘A’ of the 
National Salary Scales for Intermediate Grades, i.e, 
£515-£560 per annum with placing within the Grak 
according to qualifications and experience. 

Applicants must be Engineers to trade and should 
have knowledge and experience of th 
Maintenance and Repair of Gas Works Plant, the 
handling of men and be able to co-ordinate the work of 
various departments each with their own Foreman. 

Applications giving details of experience, positions 
held and the names of two referees should reach the 
undersigned within seven days of the publication of 
this advertisement. 

W. S. JoHnsTon, 
Group Manager. 
Gas Works, 
50, East Dock Street, 
Dundee. 


SCOTTISH GAS BOARD 
KILMARNOCK GROUP 
KILMARNOCK DISTRICT 
ASSISTANT MANAGER 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
ASSISTANT MANAGER of the above District 
Undertaking. 

Applicants should possess the Higher Grade Certificate 
(Manufacture) of the Institution of Gas Engineers and 
should have experience in the control and operation of 
Continuous Vertical Retorts and Works plant 
generally. 

The salary for the post will be within A.P.T. Grade X, 
Provincial ‘A’ (£645 to £745) of the National Salary 
Scales, with placing according to experience and 
qualifications. 

Housing accommodation will be made available 
should this be necessary. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications and experience 
and anes oe names of two referees, should be addressed 
to the undersigned within fourteen days of the appearance 
of this advertisement. 

The successful candidate will require to pass 4 
medical examination and will be subject to the provisions 
of any superannuation regulations which may be made. 


ROBERT Fire, 
z Group Manager. 
Riverbank Gas Works, 
Kilmarnock. 
September 22, 1952. 


SCOTTISH GAS BOARD 
LANARKSHIRE GROUP 
MOTHERWELL, WISHAW & NEWMAINS 
DISTRICT 


SHOWROOM MANAGER 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the ition of 
SHOWROOM MANAGER in the Motherwell, 
Wishaw and Newmains District Undertaking. 

Applicants should have experience in the supervision 
of a Showroom, the sales of domestic and industrial 
appliances and be capable of supervising the practical 
work of fitting such appliances. 

The successful applicant may be required to pass 4 
medical examination and to subscribe to such super- 
annuation scheme as may adopt. 

The s will be in accordance with Grade lV, 
Provincial ‘ A,’ of the National Salary Scales—£290 to 
£480 per annum with placing on scale according to 
qualifications. 

Applications giving particulars of training, qualifi- 
cations and experience, together with copies of two 
references, should reach the undersigned within fourteen 
days from publication of this advertisement. 


Di Mf Enginee: & Manag: 
strict r er. 
Gas Offices, 

Merry Street, 


Mo x 
September 24, 1952. 
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Photograph by kind permission of the North Western Gas Board. 
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ceva AIR AND GAS MIXTURE CONTROLLER 


“ae pe 
_— ee 


INJECTORS BURNER NOZZLES BLOWPIPES 
RADIANT DISC BURNERS LAUNDRY AND 
TAILOR IRONS SOLDERING IRONS 
SOLDERING STOVES SMALL FURNACES 
“TORNADO” AIR AND GAS MIXTURE CON- 
TROLLERS AUTOMATIC CUT-OFF SWITCH 
(ALSO USED AS METER PROTECTION VALVE 


INDUSTRIAL GAS AND AIR FLOW SWITCH) 


AUTOMATIC SHUT-OFF VALVES NON. FOR CONTROLLING THE QUALITY OF AIR/GAS MIXTURE irrespective of varying 


pressures and resistances. Taanies control is varied by manipulation of the air 
RETURN OR BACK PRESSURE VALVES METER cock only. 


CAPACITY RANGE: from 130 to 1,380 cub. ft. of gas per hour according to air pressure 
PROTECTION VALVES (BY-PASS TYPE) (4 Ib. to I Ib.) and size. For low pressure gas systems. 


AIR INLETS: /”, 14°, 14” and 2” dias. gas thread. 
EQUIPMENT RELAY THERMOSTATS THERMOSTAT 
CONTROLLERS DIRECT ACTING THERMO- 
STATS SERVICE GOVERNORS AIR FLOW 
SWITCHES COMPRESSORS GAS FIRED UNIT 


HEATERS GAS BOOSTERS AIR BLOWERS 


430/9/G) 
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| 
SCRAP GAS METERS WANTED 


Top prices paid—Collection arranged from anywhere in U.K. 


Sell to those best suited to deal with them. 


Sell to— MITCHAM SMELTERS LIMITED 
Rometal Works, Red House Road, 
Mitcham Road ... CROYDON ... Surrey. 
Tel: THOrnton Heath 6101. (Private Branch Exchange). 


Truck Loads to our own private siding, Beddington Lane, Southern Region, 





COAL AND COKE 
SCREENING & SIZING 
PLANTS. 


RETORT SETTINGS 
PRODUCERS, FURNACES 
REPAIRS. 


CONVEYORS, 
ELEVATORS, 
BUNKERS, ROOFS, 
HOISTS, Ete. 


Printed by Srraker Broruers Ltp., E.C.2, for WaLTeR KiNG, LimtreD, 11, Bott Court, FLEst STREET; LONDON, E.C.4. Wednesday, October 1, 1952 
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HOT GAS EFFICIENCY 90°, 
REDUCES LABOUR COST 


SAVES FUEL 


arying 
he air 


essure 


DUST EXTRACTION 90% 


430/9/G) 


West’s “Hot Gas” Mechanical Producer is a notable de- 
velopment in carbonization technique. 

Fuel gas is drawn from immediately above the flare bed 
by a centrally placed offtake which is completely in- 
sulated, enabling full advantage to be taken of the 
sensible heat conveyed DIRECT to the setting. Ashes, 
removed by a revolving helical grate, show a marked 
reduction in combustible content. Constant depth of 
ash below the fuel bed is maintained by a novel device 
which controls the speed of the grate. 

There is little variation in fuel gas quality. The pro- 
ducer is adaptable to various cokes and only low blast 
pressure is required. 


West's Gas 


IMPROVEMENT CO. LTD. 
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NEW AID FOR GAS SALESMEN 


The Ascot jigged waltfitting cuts the cost of installing 


sink gas water-heaters tOa few shillings per house or flat. 
Its reception hag been. tremendous. The wall fitting 
is chased in during We erection of houses or flats. 
Only neat plugged. bigs. a are left exposed. Cost is 
— ‘A: tenant: ean then arrange at any time 


20, 000 “Aseot. ‘Jigged Wall 


44 housing aiithorities have already adopted the 
jigged wall fitting: ‘Over 20,000 have been installed. 
Housing authorities have adopted it because it 
provides at extreniely low cost the means of obtain- 
ing an alternative hot water supply for 


the kitchen. Tenants particularly appreciate 


AQ 0“°i wi ikl Wi DWW’WWWiwe ' 


for an Ascot sink heater to be fitted, a job which 
takes only about 20 minutes and leaves the surface 
decoration undisturbed. 

The help it gives you, the gas salesman, is obvious. 
The jigged wall fitting is in fact an advance salesman 


of unsurpassable reliability! 


Fittings cheapen installation 


this convenient service — which supplements the 

solid fuel heating system, especially in the summer, 

and at the same time saves money and fuel. 

The jigged wall plate takes the Ascot 503 range 
of heaters and the Ascot RS52/1 boiling 


water heater. 


When the heater 


ASCOT GAS WATER HEATERS 


The jigged wall 
fitting consists of a 
back plate drilled 
with screwholes 
for fixing to wall, 
and two integral 
pipeways, one for 
gas and the other 
for water. 


VMMMHH@@C@CH@@MM€MMlééététllt 


be 


LIMITED 


Supply pipes and 
jigged wall fittings 
are chased into 
the wall during 
construction and 
plastered over. 
Plugged ends 
neatly protrude as 
shown. 


¢ 43 PARK 


is fitted — at any 
time — the plugs 
are removed, the 
heater attached. 
Simple, cheap and 
reducing time of 
fitting to only 20 
minutes —leaving 
surface decoration 
undisturbed. 


STREET » LONDON « W! 





